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Tlie  Season  of 
Thanksgiving 

by  President  David  0.  McKay 


IN  thinking  of  this  season  of  Thanksgiving,  there 
has  come  to  mind  the  passage  of  the  Saviour 
when  He  said:  ".  .  .  Were  there  not  ten  cleansed?  but 
where  are  the  nine?  There  are  not  found  that  re- 
turned to  give  glory  to  God,  save  this  stranger," 
and  he  was  a  Samaritan.  (Luke  17:17,  18.) 

This  is  a  day  when  we  should  render  thanks- 
giving to  God  for  His  blessings.  This  is  the  season 
of  thanksgiving.  Are  nine  of  us  turning  an  indifferent 
ear,  and  only  one  coming  to  thank  God  for  our  bless- 
ings? Are  some  of  us  a  little  like  Will  Carlton  who 
said: 

Thanksgiving  Day,  I  fear 

If  one  the  solemn  truth  must  touch, 

Is  celebrated,  not  so  much 

To  thank  the  Lord  for  blessings  o'er 

As  for  the  sake  of  getting  more. 

We  have  in  our  hearts  a  feeling  of  thanksgiving 
for  what  God  has  done  for  us,  and  as  I  write  these 
lines,  I  am  thinking  of  the  blessings  for  which  mem- 
bers of  the  Church  should  be  thankful. 

Gratitude  for  Parentage 

The  first  is  gratitude  for  our  parentage  and  early 
environment.     Can   you    say   as    I,    with    Carlyle: 


(For  Course  9,  lesson  of  January  13, 
of  general  interest.) 


"A  Leader  is  Humble";  and 


"Thank  heaven  I  know  and  have  known  what  it  is  to 
be  a  son;  to  love  a  father  as  spirit  can  love  spirit. 
God  give  me  to  live  to  my  father's  honor,  and  to 
His."  He  wrote  that  when  his  father  lay  in  the 
coffin,  and  then  said:  "And  now,  beloved  father, 
farewell,  for  the  last  time  in  this  world  of  shadows. 
In  the  world  of  realities,  may  the  great  Father  bring 
us  together  in  perfect  holiness  and  perfect  love." 

Today  we  shall  thank  our  Heavenly  Father  for 
the  loving  association  of  our  fathers  and  mothers, 
and  for  their  love  and  concern  and  tender  care.  We 
pause  today  in  that  appreciation. 

Gratitude  for  Our   Freedoms 

We  express  our  gratitude  in  this  Thanksgiving 
season  for  this  great  country,  for  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  which  grants  to  each  individual 
liberty,  freedom  to  think,  to  speak,  and  to  act  as  he 
pleases,  just  so  long  as  each  gives  to  the  other  man 
that  same  privilege. 

We  are  thankful  for  this  country,  and,  to  use  the 
words  of  Benjamin  Decaseres,  that  for  "a  hundred 
and  fifty  years  this  country  has  raised  the  level  of 
wages  and  living  to  the  highest  point  ever  attained 
in  all  historic  times;  thankful  that  this  country  has 
given  more  persons  opportunity  to  raise  themselves 
under    individualistic,    capitalistic,     free-enterprise 
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system  from  menial  to  commanding  positions  than 
any  other  nation  in  the  world,  past  or  present." 

Then  I  repeat  in  his  words:  "Grateful  that  this 
country  guarantees  to  each  and  all,  native  and  for- 
eign, free  speech,  free  pen,  freedom  of  religion,  and 
trial  by  jury." 

This  Thanksgiving  let  us  think  of  that,  of  what 
this  country  means  to  us  and  to  our  children. 

Gratitude   for   Our  Church 

In  addition  to  all  this,  we  are  grateful  for  The 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints,  two 
fundamental  purposes  of  which  are  to  develop  char- 
acter and  to  establish  faith  in  mankind  and  in  the 
immortality  of  the  soul. 

On  one  occasion  the  Saviour  said:  "For  what  is 
a  man  profited,  if  he  shall  gain  the  whole  world,  and 
lose  his  own  soul?  or  what  shall  a  man  give  in  ex- 
change for  his  soul?"  (Matthew  16:26.)  In  this  text, 
Jesus  refers  to  the  dominant  incentives  prompting 
man's  actions  in  daily  life.  If  a  man  seek  wealth, 
fame,  pleasures,  physical  indulgences,  and  other 
things  which  riches  and  worldly  honors  can  bestow, 
but  neglects  and  leaves  undeveloped  the  eternal 
riches  of  the  soul,  what  is  he  profited?  I  am  asking 
you  to  think  about  that  during  this  Thanksgiving 
season. 

In  those  words  the  Lord  emphasizes  in  a  simple 
though  majestic  comparison  the  relative  value  of 
material  things  and  spiritual  possessions.  It  is  grati- 
fying to  note  how  leading  thinkers  today,  sincere 
philosophers  and  scientists  are  pleading  for  more 
spirituality.  They  may  reason  differently  from  us 
about  the  origin  of  man,  but  they  all  agree  that  now 
is  the  time  that  the  spiritual  part  of  man  must  be 


developed.  Seeking  to  establish  the  Kingdom  of  God 
and  His  righteousness  is  designated  the  paramount 
purpose  of  life. 

A  man  may  indulge  in  sin  and  in  physical  debase- 
ment until  he  becomes  out  of  touch  entirely  with  the 
spiritual.  The  purpose  of  the  Church  is  to  lead  that 
soul  into  harmony  with  the  Infinite. 

As  Thanksgiving  Day,  1962,  approaches,  I  am 
thankful  to  know  that  the  members  of  the  Church, 
and  so  many  people  generally,  realizing  the  fact  that 
material  possessions  alone  do  not  give  happiness,  are 
appreciating  more  than  ever  before  the  things  that 
are  of  most  value.  I  am  happy  to  enjoy  with  my 
friends  these  most  worthwhile  possessions. 

Gratitude  for  Our   Spiritual   Possessions 

To  name  a  few,  I  would  say  that  I  am  most  grate- 
ful for  an  abiding  faith  in  a  Supreme  Being  and  in 
the  divinity  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ;  for  a  noble 
parentage  and  a  worthy  name;  for  ability,  though  lim- 
ited, and  opportunities  so  ample,  to  enjoy  the  gifts 
of  God  as  manifest  in  nature  —  all  the  beautiful 
things  of  creation  are  mine  merely  for  the  seeing  and 
the  seeking;  for  affectionate  family  relationships — 
Loved  Ones  and  Loyal  Friends — he  who  has  even  one 
friend  is  rich,  and  I  have  many  who  have  proved 
themselves  loyal  and  true.     God  bless  them! 

I  am  grateful  for  opportunities  to  render  helpful 
service  in  The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints;  and  above  all,  for  the  knowledge  that  a  kind 
and  loving  Father  will  give  helpful  guidance  to  all 
who  seek  Him  in  sincerity. 

For  these,  and  many  other  blessings,  my  heart 
is  full  of  gratitude. 
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The  Nephite  Pattern  of  Personality 


by  Leland  H,  Monson' 


The  personality  of  an  individual  is  found  in  his 
impact  upon  the  civilization  in  which  he  moves.  This 
impact  is  determined  by  the  three-fold  nature  of 
man:  his  physical  being,  his  intellectual  being,  and 
his  emotional  being. 

If  the  physical  body  has  been  properly  built,  the 
intellect  correctly  disciplined,  and  the  emotions  fully 
matured,  we  get  a  sturdy  and  well-rounded  person — 
one  of  character.  With  such  development,  the  in- 
dividual makes  a  strong  impression  on  the  culture 
of  which  he  is  a  part.  In  such  cases,  he  is  stamped 
with  greatness. 

So  it  is  with  civilizations.  The  cultures  which 
stand  out  because  of  achievements  in  any  or  all 
facets  of  civilizations  are  considered  great.  Ancient 
Egypt  is  recognized  for  her  engineering  ability,  as 
shown  in  her  lofty  pyramids.  Babylon  and  Persia 
are  noted  for  their  abilities  to  organize  great  armies 
and  to  conquer  with  them.  Early  Greece  has 
been  singled  out  for  her  achievements  in  disciplining 
the  mind  and  developing  the  body.  Ancient  Israel 
has  been  acknowledged  as  having  offered  her  great- 
est contribution  through  changing  the  human  heart 
and  giving  to  the  world  the  Holy  Bible.  Therefore, 
we  may  say  that  each  culture  has  demonstrated  a 
different  pattern  of  personality. 

It  is  equally  true  of  the  Nephite  culture.  This 
civilization  was  the  product  of  great  men,  many  of 
whom  built  better  than  they  knew.  Its  pattern  of 
personality  differs  radically  from  that  of  many  civil- 
izations. 

Lehi  migrated  with  his  family  and  the  family  of 
Ishmael  from  Jerusalem  to  the  Land  of  Promise. 
These  families  brought  with  them  their  social  cus- 
toms. 

Their  religion  also  came  from  the  Jews.  They 
offered  sacrifices  to  the  God  of  Israel  in  the  name  of 
Jehovah  and  lived  according  to  the  law  and  the 
prophets  as  recorded  in  the  Old  Testament  up  to  the 
time  of  their  departure  in  600  B.C.  The  words  of 
Isaiah  and  a  host  of  other  earlier  prophets  shaped 
their  thinking  and  modified  their  lives.  They  built 
temples  to  the  God  of  Israel.  They  sacrificed  the 
firstlings  of  their  flocks  and  herds  as  a  symbol  of  the 
great  and  last  sacrifice.  They  looked  forward  to  the 
coming  of  the  Messiah,  knowing  that  He  would  be 
the  Son  of  God.  Many  of  their  prophets  taught  them 
that  Jesus  was  the  only  name  under  heaven  by  which 

fnOI\£ourse  15,  lesson  of  January  13,  "Patterns  of  Personality.") 
Brother  Leland  H.  Monson,  besides  serving  in  many  ward  and 
stake  positions,  devotes  much  time  to  the  General  Board  of  the  Deser- 
et  Sunday  School  Union.  Brother  Monson  is  chairman  of  the  Division 
of  Humanities  at  Weber  College  in  Ogden,  Utah.  He  has  attained  the 
following  degrees:  A.A.,  Weber  College;  A.B.,  University  of  Utah" 
M.A.,  University  of  Chicago;  and  Ph.D.,  University  of  Utah. 
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they  could  be  redeemed  and  brought  back  into  the 
presence  of  their  Maker.  Alma  said  to  them  con- 
cerning their  future  Redeemer: 

And  behold,  he  shall  be  born  of  Mary,  at  Jeru- 
salem which  is  the  land  of  our  forefathers,  she  being 
a  virgin,  a  precious  and  chosen  vessel,  who  shall  be 
overshadowed  and  conceive  by  the  power  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  and  bring  forth  a  son,  yea,  even  the  Son  of 
God. 

And  he  shall  go  forth,  suffering  pains  and  afflic- 
tions and  temptations  of  every  kind;  and  this  that 
the  word  might  be  fulfilled  which  saith  he  will  take 
upon  him  the  pains  and  the  sickness  of  his  people. 
(Alma  7:10,  11.) 

As  they  looked  forward  to  the  coming  of  Jesus, 
and  gave  heed  to  the  Ten  Commandments,  they  built 
a  civilization  of  polish  and  grandeur.  Cities  such  as 
Nephi  and  Zarahemla  (which  was  partly  a  product 
of  Mulekite  culture),  were  monuments  to  their  great- 
ness. 

On  the  other  hand,  we  must  never  forget  that 
those  people  who  refused  to  guide  their  lives  with 
the  principles  revealed  in  the  Law  and  the  Prophets 
became  a  dark  and  loathsome  people,  living  in  the 
wilderness,  fighting  for  an  existence,  and  subjecting 
themselves  to  the  degrading  consequences  of  a  life 
filled  with  anger,  hatred,  revenge,  and  jealousy.  With 
the  rise  of  the  Lamanites,  another  pattern  of  person- 
ality emerged. 

Six  hundred  years  from  the  time  Lehi  left  Jeru- 
salem, Jesus  of  Nazareth  appeared  to  the  righteous 
people  who  had  been  saved  from  the  earthquakes, 
whirlwinds,  and  volcanoes  that  destroyed  much  of 
their  civilization. 

Jesus  labored  among  them  for  a  few  days,  serv- 
ing and  instructing  them.  The  culture  built  after 
Jesus'  ministry  among  them  is  an  outstanding  ex- 
ample of  what  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  can  do  for 
people  who  are  full-believers  rather  than  half-be- 
lievers. 

As  a  result  of  the  teachings  of  Jesus,  much  more 
noble  and  sublime  than  the  teachings  found  in  the 
scriptures  by  which  they  had  formerly  lived,  the 
Nephites  and  Lamanites  united  together  to  reach 
refined  heights  in  civilization. 

The  Book  of  Mormon  description  of  their  achieve- 
ments is  as  follows: 

And  they  had  all  things  common  among  them; 
therefore  there  were  not  rich  and  poor,  bond  and 
free,  but  they  were  all  made  free,  and  partakers  of  the 
heavenly  gift.    (4  Nephi  1:3.) 

And  it  came  to  pass  that  there  was  no  contention 

(Concluded  on  page  365.) 
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and  converting 


IN  the  world  today,  hundreds  of  thousands  of  peo- 
ple have  become  interested  in  tracing  their  an- 
cestry through  genealogical  research.  Yes,  to  them 
it  is  an  interesting  hobby;  and  perhaps  the  prime 
motivation  is  a  natural  interest  in  one's  "family 
tree." 

Of  course  members  of  the  Church  who  have  been 
blessed  with  a  doctrinal  motivation  for  this  tremen- 
dous activity  can  understand  the  reason — it's  the 
spirit  of  Elijah  working  on  the  hearts  of  the  children 
of  men. 

It  isn't  an  unusual  circumstance  to  have  our  own 
research  and  temple  work  temporarily  delayed  be- 
cause of  our  inability  to  find  some  connecting  link 
in  our  family  line,  and  then  to  find  some  family  vol- 
ume of  genealogy  already  accumulated  by  nonmem- 
ber  families  —  which  turns  out  to  be  just  what 
we  need  and  what  we  have  been  searching  for, 
thus  adding  much  to  the  completion  of  our  research 
efforts  and  preparation  for  the  temple  work  to  be 
accomplished. 

Few  people,  including  members  of  the  Church, 
have  an  understanding  of  the  magnitude  of  genealogy 
in  the  Church  today.  As  of  January  1,  1962,  we  had 
67,106  books  in  our  Library.  There  were  305,081 
rolls  of  microfilm  on  genealogy.  Each  100-foot  roll 
of  microfilm  will  contain  from  800  to  2,000  docu- 
ments, pictures,  or  images,  depending  on  the  size. 
These  rolls  of  microfilm  would  be  the  equivalent  of 
444,761,400  pages  and  likewise  would  equal  1,482,538 
volumes  of  300  pages  each.  There  are  approximately 
23,000,000  names  in  the  card  index  files.  There  are 
more  than  four  million  family  group  records  and 
about  1,500  family  groups  are  being  added  per  day. 
There  are  from  300  to  500  visitors  per  day  using  our 
facilities.  At  the  present  time  the  Association  em- 
ploys approximately  500  persons. 

Because  of  the  continuing  expansion  of  our  micro- 
filming program,  more  and  more  people  are  coming 
to  recognize  our  library  volumes  and  microfilm  oper- 
ations to  be  the  best  source  of  information  in  the 
world.  Thus  it  is  our  privilege  to  make  many  new 
nonmember   contacts   every  day.     This   association 


(For  Course  21;  for  Course  29,  lesson  of  June  9,   "Work  for  the 
Dead.") 


creates  within  these  friends  an  inquiring  desire  to 
know  more  about  the  Church,  and  why  we  are  so 
enthusiastic  about  discharging  this  responsibility 
to  our  deceased  ancestors  to  make  possible  eternal 
blessings  for  them.  This  interest  stimulates  a  desire 
on  the  part  of  these  good  people  to  become  more 
familiar  with  the  Church. 

Prominent  persons  from  all  over  the  world  come 
here  to  learn  more  about  us.  I  recall  an  inquiring  re- 
porter from  one  of  America's  foremost  newspapers 
who  became  most  interested  in  our  doctrine  of  mar- 
riage for  time  and  all  eternity.  He  said  to  me, 
"Where  did  you  get  that  doctrine?"  And,  of  course, 
it  was  my  opportunity  to  advise  this  gentleman  that 
this  principle  was  part  of  the  Restored  Gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ.  He  said,  "That's  the  most  beautiful 
principle  I  have  ever  heard." 

In  every  community  of  the  Church  there  are 
young  people,  nonmembers,  who  become  intensely 
interested  along  with  their  neighbors  (Mormon 
friends)  in  writing  their  personal  histories  and  ac- 
cumulating biographies  and  pictures  of  their  own 
families  and  making  up  a  Book  of  Remembrance. 
These  associations  are  far-reaching  and,  oftentimes, 
the  parents  as  well  as  children  develop  a  neighborly 
friendship  which  turns  into  interest,  then  admira- 
tion, and  eventual  conversion. 

Since  genealogy  as  a  principle  is  nonsectarian, 
it  offers  a  most  wonderful  opening  to  initiate  effec- 
tive missionary  work,  and  in  some  instances  it  is  more 
effective  than  a  direct  proselyting  approach. 

Much  could  be  said  about  family  unity  developed 
in  a  nonmember  home  through  the  spirit  of  gen- 
ealogical research.  Since  we  are  recognized  as  the 
leaders  in  this  field  of  endeavor,  these  friends  come 
to  us  as  members  of  the  Church  for  guidance;  and 
the  processes  of  conversion  then  find  a  beginning. 

Since  interested  nonmembers  are  invited  to  join 
with  us  in  this  great  ancestral  endeavor,  there  are 
occasions  when  members  of  the  ward  Genealogical 
Committee  are  invited  into  nonmember  homes  to 
instruct  them  in  the  ways  of  genealogical  research. 
This  provides  another  excellent  opportunity  to  ex- 
plain the  principles  of  the  Gospel. 

When  people  are  investigators,  they  observe  how 
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the  Gospel  we  profess  and  teach  covers  the  complete- 
ness of  life  through  eternity — not  just  for  the  time 
of  mortality.  They  see  that  the  completeness  of 
the  family  genealogy  and  the  subsequent  temple 
work  provide  for  the  union  and  eternal  progression  of 
the  family  unit. 

Genealogical  endeavor  is  a  great  benefactor  to 
the  part-member  family.  Quite  frequently  the  non- 
member  husband  or  wife  finds  conversion  to  the 
Church  through  the  fascinating  interest  of  tracing 
family  relationships. 

The  more  recent  electronic  development  in  gen- 
ealogy is  inviting  much  additional  interest  in  the 
Church  from  our  nonmember  friends.  Its  great 
speed  and  economy  of  processing  is  giving  impetus 
and  an  interest  to  the  work  which  was  formerly  dor- 
mant. Our  success  in  adopting  electronic  processes 
to  genealogy  will  create  world-wide  interest  and  again 
stimulate  investigation  of  the  Church. 


[Few  people,  including  members  of  the  Church,  have  an  un- 
derstanding of  the  magnitude  of  the  genealogical  work  now 
being  done.  In  example,  there  are  more  than  305,000  rolls 
of    microfilms    for    genealogical    research    in    the    Library. 


In  the  early  stages  of  the  Church  microfilming 
program,  it  was  necessary  to  somewhat  sell  the  var- 
ious countries  and  nationalities  on  the  necessity  of 
microfilming  their  records  for  permanent  preserva- 
tion. At  the  present  time,  we  are  invited  to  addi- 
tional areas  of  the  world  to  microfilm  records.  The 
extent  of  our  operation  is  limited  only  by  the  amount 
of  funds  appropriated  and  trained  manpower  avail- 
able within  the  Church. 

Genealogy  is  for  all  ages — teens,  young  marrieds, 
and  more  mature  adults.  This  is  why  it  can  be  a 
powerful  aid  in  the  proselyting  program  of  the 
Church.  Conversion  largely  comes  from  within  as 
we  pursue  with  enthusiasm  our  own  great  responsi- 
bilities— and  friends  observe  this  devotion.  As  they 
become  more  interested  in  their  own  ancestry,  the 
way  to  conversion  appears;  and  thus,  step  by  step, 
membership  in  the  Church  becomes  a  reality. 

Now,  genealogy  is  becoming  more  popular  every- 
where. Our  progress  in  the  work  is  attracting  the 
attention  of  the  world.  Recent  announcements  about 
our  new  buildings  and  the  development  of  the  un- 
usual storage  vaults  in  Little  Cottonwood  Canyon, 
are  attracting  wide  publicity  in  newspapers  and 
magazine  articles,  thus  offering  opportunity  to  tell  of 
our  doctrines. 

As  Marconi's  first  wireless  message  went  across 
the  sea  and  subsequent  great  advancements  have 
come  into  being,  we  can  again  reflect  on  the  infinite 
wisdom  of  an  all-wise  Heavenly  Father  and  say  with 
our  friends  of  the  world,  as  was  said  then,  "What 
hath  God  wrought?" 

— Junius  M.  Jackson* 


*Brother  Junius  M.  Jackson  is  president  of  the  Genealogical  Asso- 
ciation of  the  LDS  Church,  having  been  called  to  the  position  in 
1961.  His  Church  experience  has  been  extensive;  he  served  in  numer- 
ous ward  and  stake  positions  before  being  called  to  preside  over  the 
New  England  Mission,  1955  to  1959.  Brother  Jackson  has  devoted 
much  time  also  to  business  and  civic  affairs,  holding  various  mana- 
gerial positions.  He  attended  Brigham  Young  University,  New  York  U., 
and  other  eastern  universities.  He  is  married  to  the  former  Margaret 
Romney,  and  they  have  five  children. 


THE   NEPHITE    PATTERN   OF   PERSONALITY  (Concluded  from  page  363.) 


in  the  land,  because  of  the  love  of  God  which  did 
dwell  in  the  hearts  of  the  people.  (4  Nephi  1:15.) 

At  the  height  of  their  civilization  during  the  first 
2y2  centuries  after  the  appearance  of  Christ  on  the 
Western  Hemisphere,  these  people  did  not  measure 
the  greatness  of  their  culture  in  terms  of  material 
values.  Rather  they  used  as  a  yardstick  the  growth 
and  development  of  every  human  soul.  Without 
lust  for  material  wealth  and  power,  and  motivated 
by  the  love  of  Christ,  they  built  a  civilization  that 


brought  them  peace,  serenity,  and  happiness.  They 
were  aware  that  the  greatness  of  a  culture  is  deter- 
mined not  so  much  by  its  material  strength  and 
power  as  by  its  rich  sense  of  social  justice. 

The  personality  of  the  Nephite  communal  civili- 
zation at  its  height  of  power  has  much  to  offer  Com- 
munist China  and  Russia  with  their  denial  of  God 
and  their  scientific  materialism,  and  much  to  offer  the 
modern  Western  world  with  its  materialistic  concept 
of  success. 
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Some  years  ago  a  prominent  sociologist,  David 
Riesman,  wrote  a  book  entitled  The  Lonely  Crowd.' 
One  of  the  things  that  Professor  Riesman  and  many 
other  social  scientists  know  is  that  an  individual  may 
live  in  a  large  city  surrounded  by  millions  of  people 
and  yet  not  have  any  deep  ties  with  them.  Never- 
theless, most  human  beings  yearn  to  have  a  place  in 
the  lives  of  their  fellow  men.  In  fact,  status,  or  the 
desire  for  recognition,  is  one  of  man's  most  power- 
ful motivating  factors.  It  is  so  powerful  that  some 
individuals  will  do  many  unusual  things  in  order  to 
get  it,  including  violating  an  important  moral  prin- 
ciple. 

It  is  a  real  art  for  one  to  be  able  to  work  with 
others  and  be  accepted  by  them.  It  is  generally 
true  that  if  one  loves  others  he  will  in  turn  be  loved 
by  them.  Friendship  begets  friendship.  Yet,  the 
circumstances  of  life  often  take  away  those  we  love. 
The  intimate  companionship  that  one  has  with  his 
children  is  diminished  when  they  marry  and  have 
children  of  their  own.  A  friend  and  next  door  neigh- 
bor finds  it  necessary  to  move  far  away  for  one  reason 
or  another.     A  loved  one  dies. 

There  are  other  circumstances  conducive  to  lone- 
liness. One  is  sometimes  rejected  in  life.  A  teen-ager 
wishes  to  become  a  member  of  the  gang,  but  his  de- 
sire is  denied  him.  He  feels  cast  out  and  alone.  A 
righteous  person  is  envied  by  those  who  are  un- 
righteous. They  attempt  to  find  peace  within  them- 
selves by  ridicule  and  unjust  accusations.  This  may 
be  an  unconscious  attempt  on  their  part  to  bring 
him  down  to  their  own  level. 

Pilate  saith  unto  them,  What  shall  I  do  then  with 
Jesus  which  is  called  Christ?  They  all  say  unto  him, 
Let  him  be  crucified. 

And  the  governor  said,  Why,  what  evil  hath  he 
done?  But  they  cried  out  the  more,  saying,  Let  him 
be  crucified.  (Matthew  27:22-23.) 

Sometimes  one's  behavior  causes  offense  to  others 
although  there  was  no  intent  on  the  part  of  the  actor 
that  it  should  be  so.  This  causes  others  to  isolate 
themselves  from  him.  The  person  in  charge  of  a 
banquet  publicly  mentions  the  names  of  all  who  he 
thinks  were  responsible  for  the  affair.    Unintention- 

(For  Course  23.  lesson  of  Jan.  27,  "Teaching  about  the  Inner  Feel- 
ings of  People";  for  Course  25,  lesson  of  Dec.  23,  "Holding  the  Family 
Together";  and  for  all  families.) 

•Riesman,  David,  The  Lonely  Crowd;  (written  in  collaboration 
with  Reuel  Denney  and  Nathan  Glazer);  1950;  New  Haven  Press,  Yale 
University. 


ally  he  fails  to  give  credit  to  one  person  who  played 
an  important  role.  The  person  may  feel  slighted  and 
hurt  and  may  find  ways  to  "get  even." 

Misunderstandings  arise,  too,  because  it  is  often 
difficult  to  communicate  properly  with  other  people. 
They  receive  the  wrong  impression  and  subsequent- 
ly act  on  the  basis  of  this  false  impression.  For 
example,  a  person  is  denned  as  being  unfriendly  when 
he  is  only  shy.  Perhaps  he  is  lonely  for  friendly 
companionship  with  others  but  does  not  know  how 
to  achieve  it.  Again,  the  individual  feels  left  out 
and  unwanted. 

Thus,  the  circumstances  of  this  life  may  be  con- 
ducive to  feelings  of  loneliness.  Yet,  no  individual 
need  feel  alone.  It  is  true  that  in  placing  man  upon 
the  earth  the  Lord  withdrew  his  face-to-face  contact 
with  His  children.  One  purpose  of  this  withdrawal 
was  to  test  man.  He  said,  ".-...  I  will  prove  you  in 
all  things,  whether  you  will  abide  in  my  covenant, 
even  unto  death,  that  you  may  be  found  worthy." 
(Doctrine  and  Covenants  98:14.)  ".  .  .  Thomas,  be- 
cause thou  hast  seen  me,  thou  hast  believed:  blessed 
are  they  that  have  not  seen,  and  yet  have  believed." 
(John  20 :  29. )  Nevertheless,  this  understanding  and 
loving  Personage,  deeply  interested  in  the  welfare  of 
His  children,  has  not  left  them  without  His  influence, 
provided  they  will  meet  certain  conditions  and  live 
in  accordance  with  His  instructions. 

In  the  first  place,  ".  .  .  the  Spirit  giveth  light  to 
every  man  that  cometh  into  the  world.  .  ."  (Doc- 
trine and  Covenants  84:46.) 

Secondly,  every  individual,  through  the  medium 
of  prayer,  has  a  further  source  of  contact  with  his 
Heavenly  Father.  'Tray  always,  and  I  will  pour 
out  my  Spirit  upon  you,  and  great  shall  be  your 
blessing — yea,  even  more  than  if  you  should  obtain 
treasures  of  earth.  .  ."  (Doctrine  and  Covenants 
19:38.)  Thirdly,  ".  .  .  Every  soul  who  believeth  on 
your  words,  and  is  baptized  by  water  for  the  remis- 
sion of  sins,  shall  receive  the  Holy  Ghost."  (Doctrine 
and  Covenants  84:64.)  "But  when  the  Comforter  is 
come,  whom  I  will  send  unto  you  from  the  Father, 
even  the  Spirit  of  truth,  which  proceedeth  from  the 
Father,  he  shall  testify  of  me."  (John  15:26.) 

Finally,  the  Saviour  has  indicated  that  He  will 
find  ways  to  manifest  His  own  influence  in  the  life 
of  the  individual.    He  said: 


'See  John  8; 16. 
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I  will  not  leave  you  comfortless:  I  will  come  to 
you  .  .  .  He  that  hath  my  commandments,  and  keep- 
eth  them,  he  it  is  that  loueth  me:  and  he  that  loveth 
me  shall  be  loved  of  my  Father,  and  I  will  love  him, 
and  will  manifest  myself  to  him.  (John  14:  18,  21.) 

On  another  occasion  he  said,  "For  I  am  the  Lord 
thy  God,  and  will  be  with  thee  even  unto  the  end 
of  the  world,  and  through  all  eternity; . .  ."  (Doctrine 
and  Covenants  132:49.) 

"...  I  will  impart  unto  you  of  my  Spirit,  which 
shall  enlighten  your  mind,  which  shall  fill  your  soul 
with  joy."  (Doctrine  and  Covenants  11:13.) 

No  man  nor  woman  need  ever  be  alone  in  this 
world  who  will  make  the  effort  to  acquire  the  in- 
fluences of  these  divine  personalities  in  their  lives. 
These  are  one's  "eternal  friends." 

True,  there  may  be  occasions  in  life — times  of 
severe  stress — when  one  feels  an  absence  of  their 
influence;  but  one  should  remember  that  sometimes 
the  Lord's  ways  are  not  man's  ways.  In  such  mo- 
ments, the  Lord  is  loving  one  in  ways  which  he 
scarcely  perceives.  As  one  anonymous  poet  stated  it: 
"We  pray  for  wisdom  and  God  permits  us  to  expe- 
rience difficulties,  the  solution  of  which  develops 
wisdom."    Or  as  the  Saviour  has  stated  it: 

Verily,  thus  saith  the  Lord  unto  you  whom  I  love, 
and  whom  I  love  I  also  chasten  that  their  sins  may  be 
forgiven,  for  with  the  chastisement  I  prepare  a  way 
for  their  deliverance  in  all  things  out  of  temptation, 
. . .  (Doctrine  and  Covenants  95:1.) 

But  there  are  certain  conditions  which  must  be 
met  if  one  would  feel  their  influence  to  a  maximum 
degree.     These  might  be  stated  as  follows: 

1.  One  must  be  humble  or  teachable.  This  means 
that  he  wants  to  know  the  truth  and  he  must  be 
free  from  any  unrighteous  vanity  or  pride. 

2.  He  must  demonstrate  integrity  in  living  the 
teachings  of  the  Saviour.  "Now  we  know  that  God 
heareth  not  sinners:  but  if  any  man  be  a  worshipper 
of  God,  and  doeth  his  will,  him  he  heareth."  (John 
9:31.) 

3.  To  feel  the  maximum  influence  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  in  his  life,  the  individual  must  be  baptized 
into  The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints. 
Joseph  Smith  said  that  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost  is 
one  of  the  most  distinguishing  features  of  the 
Church. 

Having  met  these  conditions,  one  can  understand 
Alma's  statement: 

And  I  have  been  supported  under  trials  and 
troubles  of  every  kind,  yea,  and  in  all  manner  of  afflic- 
tions; .  .  .  and  I  do  put  my  trust  in  him,  and  he  will 
still  deliver  me. 

And  I  know  that  he  will  raise  me  up  at  the  last 
day,  to  dwell  with  him  in  glory;  yea,  and  I  will  praise 
him  forever, .  .  .  (Alma  36:27,  28.) 


Or,  as  the  psalmist  said: 

The  Lord  is  my  shepherd;  I  shall  not  want. 

He  maketh  me  to  lie  down  in  green  pastures:  he 
leadeth  me  beside  the  still  waters. 

He  restoreth  my  soul:  he  leadeth  me  in  the  paths 
of  righteousness  for  his  name's  sake. 

Yea,  though  I  walk  through  the  valley  of  the 
shadow  of  death,  I  will  fear  no  evil:  for  thou  art  with 
me;  thy  rod  and  thy  staff  they  comfort  me. 

Thou  preparest  a  table  before  me  in  the  presence 
of  mine  enemies:  thou  anointest  my  head  with  oil; 
my  cup  runneth  over. 

Surely  goodness  and  mercy  shall  follow  me  all 
the  days  of  my  life:  and  I  will  dwell  in  the  house  of 
the  Lord  for  ever.  (23rd  Psalm.) 


SUGGESTED 

AGENDA    FOR 

HOME 

EVENING 


Prayer. 

Hymn:  ''The  Lord  Is  My  Shepherd,"  Hymns — The 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints,  No.  104. 

Discussion:  What  each  member  learned  in  his  last 
Sunday  School  class,  and  how  he  will  apply  it  in 
his  life. 

Musical  Number. 

Lesson:  "For  I  Am  Not  Alone."  Parents  should  help 
their  children  to  have  the  kinds  of  experience  which 
will  make  them  feel  a  personal  relationship  to  their 
Heavenly  Father,  the  Saviour,  and  the  Holy  Ghost. 
They  should  pray  in  such  a  manner  that  they  dem- 
onstrate faith  in  the  existence  of  these  divine  per- 
sonages. 

Have  some  member  of  the  family  read  the  11th 
Section  of  the  Doctrine  and  Covenants,  verses  12-14 
and  18.  In  the  last  part  of  verse  18  and  in  the  first 
part  of  verse  19  it  states:  ".  .  .  Appeal  unto  my 
Spirit;  Yea,  cleave  unto  me  with  all  your  heart.  .  ." 
If  such  an  appeal  becomes  a  part  of  the  life  of  each 
individual  and  if  he  lives  in  accordance  with  the 
teachings  of  the  Lord,  he  will  experience  a  real 
change  from  within.     He  will  indeed  be  born  again. 

In  the  blessing  on  the  bread  we  find  the  following 
statement:  ".  .  .  And  witness  unto  thee,  O  God,  the 
Eternal  Father,  that  they  are  willing  to  take  upon 
them  the  name  of  thy  Son.  .  ." 

Ask  each  member  of  the  family  what  it  means  to 
take  upon  oneself  the  name  of  the  Saviour. 

Perhaps  some  parents  or  other  members  of  the 
family  have  felt  a  real  influence  from  within  of  the 
spirit  of  the  Saviour  or  the  influence  of  the  Holy 
Ghost.  Perhaps  they  could  describe  this  feeling  to 
other  members  of  the  family. 

Hymn:  "Count  Your  Blessings,"  The  Children  Sing, 
No.  92. 

Scripture  Memorization:  John  8:16,  15:26. 

Activity:  Have  one  family  member  prepare  and  pre- 
sent the  flannelboard  lesson  in  this  issue,  receiving 
assistance  and  helpful  comments  from  the  rest  of 
the  family. 

Hymn:  "Praise  God  From  Whom  All  Blessings  Flow," 
Hymns,  No.  214. 

Prayer. 
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Upon  receipt  of  this  letter,  Bill's  father  undoubt- 
edly read  into  it  a  deeper  meaning  than  the  young 
writer  intended  to  express;  but  as  paradoxical  as  it 
may  seem,  there  are  many  people  today  who  actually 
do  not  live  all  of  their  lives.  Most  prominent  among 
these  are  the  people  who  fail  miserably  to  develop 
the  precious  talents  which  God  has  given  them. 

Their  situation  is  like  that  of  the  servant  to  whom 
the  master  gave  only  one  talent  and  he  even  buried 
that.  His  lord  said,  "...  Thou  wicked  and  slothful 
servant  .  .  .  take  therefore  the  talent  from  him  .  .  ." 
To  those  who  developed  their  talents,  the  lord  said, 
"...  Well  done,  thou  good  and  faithful  servant:  thou 
hast  been  faithful  over  a  few  things,  I  will  make  thee 
ruler  over  many  things.  .  ."  But  the  unprofitable 
servant  he  ordered  to  be  cast  into  outer  darkness 
where  there  was  "weeping  and  gnashing  of  teeth." 
( See  Matthew  25:14-30.) 

Man  was  placed  upon  the  earth  that  he  might 
grow  in  the  image  of  God.  Where  he  does  not  de- 
velop his  talents,  he  thwarts  the  purpose  of  life  and 
consequently  fails  "to  live  all  his  life." 

Such  people  remind  us  of  the  following  verse: 

Not  that  they  lived  but  that  they  lived  so 

dreamlessly. 
Not  that  they  died  but  that  they  died  like 

sheep. 

A  sad  case  in  point  is  that  of  Laman  and  Lemuel. 
Their  heartsick  father,  Lehi,  cried  out  in  the  anguish 
of  his  soul  to  them: 

Awake,  my  sons;  put  on  the  armor  of  righteous- 
ness. Shake  off  the  chains  with  which  ye  are  bound, 
and  come  forth  out  of  obscurity,  and  arise  from  the 
dust.  (2Nephi  1:23.) 

Dr.  Karl  G.  Maeser  continually  admonished  his 
students  to  live  their  better  selves  and  develop  their 
talents  to  the  fullest.  "Don't  be  a  scrub,"  he  used 
to  tell  them.  "Anybody  can  be  a  scrub." 

Dr.  Maeser  was  first  of  all  a  true  disciple  of  Jesus 
and  secondly  a  follower  of  the  great  Swiss  educator, 
Johann  Heinrich  Pestalozzi,  who  is  known  through- 
out the  earth  for  his  great  faith  in  the  power  of  Chris- 
tian education  to  transform  the  lives  of  young  people. 

Pestalozzi  adopted  hundreds  of  little  orphans  and 
waifs  made  homeless  by  the  French  invasion  of  Swit- 
zerland. He  established  schools  for  them  at  Yverdun, 
Neuhof,  and  other  places  in  Switzerland.  He  ate  and 

(For  Course  13,  lesson  of  January  20,  "We  Continue  the  Course.") 
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slept  with  these  little  waifs;  begged  money  to  feed 
them;  taught  with  such  inspiration  that  he  actually 
transformed  the  lives  of  his  little  urchins  into  such 
superior  young  people  that  rulers  of  countries  far  and 
near  sent  envoys  to  see  what  a  miracle  he  had 
wrought. 

The  writer's  parents  were  both  students  of  Dr. 
Maeser.  They  claim  that  he  learned  the  Pestalozzi 
system  under  Fellenburg — a  member  of  Pestalozzi's 
staff.  They  related  specific  instances  by  the  score 
where  Dr.  Maeser  actually  transformed  the  lives  of 
young  people.  His  power  to  do  this  through  the  help 
of  the  Almighty  has  become  traditional  throughout 
Mormondom.  And  to  the  writer's  first-hand  knowl- 
edge, every  president  of  Brigham  Young  University 
from  Dr.  Maeser  down  to  our  present  great  leader, 
Dr.  Ernest  L.  Wilkinson,  through  the  inspiration  of 
the  Lord  has  worked  miracles  with  youth.  They  and 
their  faculties  have  done  much  to  make  our  LDS 
people  the  envy  of  the  world. 

The  LDS  belief  in  eternal  progress  gives  tre- 
mendous vitality  to  the  members  of  the  Church  and 
does  much  to  make  them  an  intelligent,  rapidly  grow- 
ing people.  Eternal  progress  means  progress  not  just 
in  the  future  but  also  in  the  present. 

A  somewhat  similar  yet  vastly  different  concept 
was  advocated  by  John  Dewey  and  the  school  of 
pragmatists.  He  said  that  education  is  growth  and 
that  there  is  no  end  to  education  except  the  ability 
to  grow  more  rapidly  and  more  richly — further  that 
when  growth  stops,  death  sets  in.1 

The  pragmatists  are  present-time  oriented.  We 
are  both  present-and-future  time  oriented.  Their 
idea  of  growth  is  confined  to  this  earth — ours  con- 
tinues throughout  eternity.  Theirs  is  guided  by  in- 
dividual experience;  ours  by  the  experience  of  the 
entire  human  family  and  by  our  Lord  who  reveals 
His  will  to  His  servants,  the  prophets. 

Benjamin  Franklin  said:  "Experience  is  a  dear 
schoolmaster,  but  fools  learn  from  no  other." 

Brubacher  describes  pragmatism  as  being  content 
with  experience  alone,  and  the  advocating  that  the 
supernatural  is  superstition,  that  there  is  no  truth 
except  relative  truth  tested  by  what  works.2  Dewey 
advocated  that  there  are  no  general  or  ultimate  ends 
and  that  morality  is  relative.3 

^ohn  Dewey,   Democracy  and  Education;  1916;    New  York. 
2Brubacher,  Eclectic  Philosophy  of  Education,  1959;  Prentice  Hall; 
page  42. 

3Dewey,   Democracy   and  Education;   page   127. 


Fuzzy  thinking  by  the  lunatic  fringe  of  pragmat- 
ists has  caused  the  public  to  accuse  the  schools  of 
not  knowing  where  they  are  going,  helped  to  sound 
the  death  knell  of  the  Progressive  Educational  Asso- 
ciation in  1955,  confused  the  public,  and  gave  some 
license  to  ultra-permissiveness  and  relativism  in  mor- 
als and  public  responsibility.  Opportunists  have 
taken  advantage  of  it  by  avoiding  commitment  to 
principle;  and  the  worshipers  of  creature  comfort 
have  found  some  justification  in  the  ''I-come-flrst" 
doctrine,  placing  their  own  desires  ahead  of  their 
love  of  God  and  duty  to  their  fellow  man. 

While  we  believe  in  eternal  progression,  we  con- 
ceive of  it  as  growth  in  the  right  direction;  otherwise 
lives  are  blighted.  A  cancer  is  tissue  growth,  but 
who  wants  a  cancer? 

We  believe  that  we  should  walk  in  the  ways  of 
the  Lord  if  we  are  to  progress;  that  the  Gospel  is 
the  iron  rod,  the  map  of  values  that  will  "safely 
guide  us  through";  that  while  the  individual  is  free 
to  choose  his  course,  he  will  be  directed  by  the  ever- 
lasting principles  taught  by  Christ,  if  he  would  "live 
all  his  life." 

A  concept  of  eternal  progression  is  implied  in  the 
Report  of  the  President's  Commission  on  Goals  for 
Americans.  We  read  on  page  53 :  "The  first  national 
goal  to  be  pursued — at  all  levels — federal,  state,  lo- 
cal, and  private — should  be  the  development  of  each 
individual  to  his  fullest  potential.  .  .  Liberty  puts 
the  maximum  reliance  upon  self -discipline." 

President  McKay  expressed  beautifully  the  Mor- 
mon concept  as  follows: 

"If,  as  it  has  been  said,  the  babe  'is  the  center 
of  the  universe,'  then  man  is  the  center  of  all  social 
activity.  'Man  is  the  jewel  of  God,  who  has  created 
this  material  world  to  keep  His  treasure  in'  ...  I  am 
one  of  those  who  believe  that  all  institutions  exist 
primarily  for  the  purpose  of  securing  for  the  indivi- 
dual his  rights,  his  happiness,  and  proper  develop- 
ment of  his  character  .  .  .  The  saved  individual  is  the 
supreme  end  of  the  Divine  Will."4 

— H.  Aldous  Dixon* 

4The  Instructor,  1962  Convention  issue;  page  2. 

*Brother  Henry  Aldous  Dixon,  member  of  the  General  Board  of 
the  Deseret  Sunday  School  Union,  is  known  for  several  noteworthy 
contributions  which  he  has  made  in  the  fields  of  government  and 
education:  He  is  a  former  U.  S.  Congressman;  he  is  a  past  president 
of  Weber  College  and  of  Utah  State  University;  he  was  twice  super- 
intendent of  Provo  City  schools,  and  was  managing  vice-president  of 
the  Farmers  and  Merchants  Bank  in  Provo,  and  has  been  chairman  of 
the  board  of  Salt  Lake  Branch  of  the  Federal  Reserve  Bank  of  San 
Francisco.  Brother  Dixon  holds  three  degrees:  A.B.,  Brigham  Young 
University;  A.M.,  University  of  Chicago;  and  Ed.D.,  University  of 
Southern  California. 
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INTO  THE  LIGHT  OF  GOSPEL  TRUTH 


During  the  many  years  I  was  in  the  pastorate  of 
another  church,  I  never  ceased  to  search  for  a  ful- 
ness of  the  Gospel  that  I  knew  I  did  not  possess. 
The  decision  to  walk  in  the  light  that  came  to  me 
was  difficult  beyond  words.  How  one  finds  the 
courage  and  humility  to  leave  the  old  life  and  begin 
the  new,  only  God  knows.  He  supplied  us,  my  fam- 
ily and  me,  with  that  spiritual  energy  without  which 
we  could  never  have  taken  the  first  step  in  a  journey 
that  was  to  bring  us  into  a  new  world. 

On  vacation  trips,  we  had  been  on  Temple 
Square  and  learned  the  story  of  the  Church.  Like 
millions  of  others  we  greatly  admired  the  achieve- 
ments of  The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints  in  colonization,  youth  work,  welfare,  mission- 
ary activity,  and  the  magnificent  Tabernacle  Choir. 
It  seemed  only  reasonable  to  suppose  that  such  phe- 
nomenal success  must  be  due  to  the  effectiveness  of 
certain  social  techniques  that  would  work  equally 
well  with  any  group  of  people,  if  such  techniques 
were  known  and  applied.  With  this  thought  in  mind, 
our  family  made  a  summer  excursion  to  Salt  Lake 
City  in  1958  to  take  a  look  at  the  Church  at  close 
range. 

It  was  somewhat  of  a  jolt  to  discover  that  the 
genius .  of  Mormonism  was  in  its  theology,  not  its 
methodology,  and  that  the  amazing  vitality  of  the 
Church  sprang  from  the  commitment  of  its  members 
to  the  Restored  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  received  by 
revelation.  It  became  obvious  that  one  could  not 
have  the  fruits  of  Mormonism  without  its  roots. 

At  this  point  we  began  to  feel  a  real  hunger  to 
know  more.  Missionaries  came  to  our  home  in  Buf- 
falo, New  York,  and  guided  our  study  for  several 
months.  The  first  big  obstacle  toward  accepting  the 
Restored  Gospel  was  to  accept  the  Book  of  Mormon 
as  divinely  inspired.  For  one  who  was  deeply  at- 
tached to  the  Old  and  New  Testaments  by  special 
training  and  long  association,  it  seemed  a  crass  sac- 
rilege to  rank  any  other  book  with  the  Bible.  A  care- 
ful reading  and  study  of  the  Book  of  Mormon 
revealed  the  fact  that  it  has  a  close  similarity  to  the 
Bible  yet  retains  a  bold  originality.  It  has  a  solid 
unity  with  the  Bible  and  is  a  remarkable  companion 

(For  Course  11,  lesson  of  January  13,  "In  Search  of  Truth.") 
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to  the  Old  and  New  Testaments,  since  the  Book  of 
Mormon  also  has  a  B.C.  to  A.D.  time  span. 

To  me  it  seemed  impossible  that  this  astounding 
book  could  have  been  the  uninspired  hoax  of  some 
unknown  clairvoyant.  The  spiritual  depth  of  the 
Book  of  Mormon  is  so  vast  that  it  cannot  be  meas- 
ured. The  fact  that  this  ancient  record  spoke  to 
our  hearts  with  all  the  rapture  of  the  Bible  itself 
convinced  us  of  its  sacred  origin  and  character.  From 
the  Book  of  Mormon  I  gained  a  more  coherent  and  a 
much  enlarged  understanding  of  the  Bible. 

What  seemed  the  most  difficult  obstacle  to  our 
accepting  the  fulness  of  the  Gospel  was  the  LDS  con- 
cept of  a  prophet.  To  recognize  in  a  human  mortal, 
relatively  contemporary  to  our  own  times,  the  sta- 
ture of  a  Biblical  prophet  seemed  impossible.  Yet 
one  cannot  accept  the  Restored  Gospel  without  ac- 
cepting the  human  instrument,  through  whom  the 
Restoration  came,  as  a  divinely  called  and  inspired 
prophet. 

To  become  acquainted  with  the  Prophet  Joseph, 
even  through  the  written  page,  is  to  love  him.  The 
story  of  the  Prophet's  life  confirms  the  conviction 
that  he  knew  God  as  few  men  in  all  ages  have  known 
Him.  No  man  has  with  more  penetrating  vision 
brought  the  scriptures  into  focus  than  the  Prophet 
Joseph.  No  man  has  exalted  and  honored  Jesus 
Christ  more  than  he.  The  Prophet  has  opened  the 
way  to  a  vast  new  world  of  spiritual  perception  that 
God  has  reserved  for  this  age,  and  all  who  are  honest 
of  heart  may  see  it  if  they  desire.  The  Restoration 
of  the  Gospel  required  and  continues  to  require  the 
God-given  authority  of  a  living  prophet. 

Truth  sometimes  runs  counter  to  our  vested  in- 
terests, and  to  our  emotional  or  economic  securities, 
or  both.  I  had  been  a  member  of  a  church  I  loved 
and  served  many  years,  a  church  that  made  no  claim 
to  be  "The  Church"  of  Jesus  Christ.  It  was  very 
difficult  to  accept  the  idea  that  a  church  existed  that 
was  "The  Church"  of  Jesus  Christ.  And  yet,  if  such 
a  Church  did  not  exist,  Christ  was  not  the  Head  of 


^Brother  John  F.  Heidenreich,  a  Congregational  minister  for  more 
than  25  years,  embraced  the  true  Gospel  and  was  baptized  in  1959. 
Since  joining  the  Church,  Brother  Heidenreich  has  taught  in  the 
Unified  Church  School  System,  He  now  teaches  at  Skyline  Seminary 
in  Salt  Lake  City. 


The  Church  but  the  Figurehead  of  many  churches. 
It  was  a  perplexing  problem.  If  "The  Church"  did 
exist,  which  of  the  churches  was  Christ's  Church? 
This  same  problem  had  troubled  the  Prophet  in  his 
early  youth,  and  for  this  very  cause  he  had  sought 
the  Lord  in  prayer. 

It  occurred  to  me  that  if  Christ  was  the  Head 
of  any  particular  Church  it  would  be  the  Church 
that  honored  Him.  A  study  of  the  claims  of  The 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  revealed 
the  fact  that  Jesus  Christ  holds  a  place  of  pre-emi- 
nence in  this  Church  that  He  is  given  in  no  other 
church  of  which  I  have  knowledge.  To  Latter-day 
Saints,  Christ  is  the  Creator  of  worlds;  He  is  our 
Father  in  that  He  has  spiritually  begotten  us  through 
His  atonement;1  He  is  the  only  Son  of  God  begotten 
in  the  flesh;  He  is  Jehovah  of  the  Old  Testament 
and  the  Lord  of  life. 

We  must  accept  the  fact  that  because  of  its 
unique  origin  The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter- 
day  Saints  is  either  founded  upon  provincial  bigotry 
and  falsehood  or  it  is  founded  upon  the  commission 
given  it  by  Christ  Himself  to  be  not  "a  church"  but 
"The  Church"  of  Jesus  Christ.  This  is  a  claim  so 
great  as  to  be  preposterous  to  the  liberal  mind,  yet, 
the  existence  of  The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Lat- 
ter-day Saints  can  neither  be  justified  nor  explained, 
nor  understood  on  any  other  grounds.  In  my  search 
for  truth,  the  witness  of  the  Spirit  has  confirmed  in 
my  mind  and  heart  that  The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 
of  Latter-day  Saints  is  Christ's  Church  upon  the 
earth  and  is  the  Kingdom  of  God. 

It  would  be  furthermost  from  our  minds  to  imply 
that  we  have  "arrived"  in  our  search  for  truth.  Truth, 
as  men  are  able  to  grasp  it,  must  always  be  refined 
and  made  more  articulate.  To  see  only  a  glimmer 
of  the  truth  of  the  Gospel  of  the  Restoration,  is  a 
soul-shaking  experience.  It  is  an  experience  like 
that  of  the  Wise  Men  who  came  to  the  manger. 
Bethlehem  was  the  end  of  their  journey.  They  were 
no  longer  seeking  the  Christ;  they  were  seeking  only 
ways  to  proclaim  Him  to  the  world.  Such  is  the 
experience  of  those  who  have  understood  and  accept- 
ed the  message  of  the  Restoration  of  the  Gospel. 


!See  Mosiah  5:7. 
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Interview  Your  Children 

"AND    THEY    SHALL    ALSO    TEACH    THEIR    CHILDREN    TO    PRAY,    AND 
TO    WALK     UPRIGHTLY    BEFORE     THE     LORD/'       (DOCTRINE     AND     COVENANTS     68:28.) 

by  Calvin  C.  Cook* 


FOR  an  evening  of  fun  and  one  that  gave  actual 
excitement,  we  tried  a  little  different  approach 
to  our  family  night.     It  was  challenging  too. 

Before  kneeling  for  family  prayer  this  particular 
morning,  I  said  to  the  children,  "Today  I  want  you 
to  be  thinking,  thinking  hard  why  you  pray.  I  want 
you  to  be  able  to  tell  me  your  thought  tonight  in  our 
family  hour."  Immediately  their  minds  were  work- 
ing, and  their  enthusiasm  was  beginning  to  bubble. 
They  wanted  to  answer  immediately. 

That  evening  as  we  knelt  in  prayer  at  the  open- 
ing of  our  family  hour,  I  again  challenged  them  by 
asking  them,  "Why  do  we  pray?"  and  telling  them, 
"Don't  answer  now,  but  be  prepared." 

After  the  prayer,  we  had  all  the  children  go  into 
another  room  and  close  the  door.  This  added  sus- 
pense and  aroused  their  curiosity.  We  had  explained 
that  they  were  not  to  discuss  the  subject  with  each 
other.  This  was  to  be  an  individual  expression  of 
their  feelings. 

Then  one  by  one  we  called  them  into  us  for  an 
interview.  A  thrill  filled  our  hearts  as  we  looked 
one  at  a  time  into  the  faces  of  those  precious  souls. 
They  had  caught  the  spirit  of  the  occasion,  and  with 
eagerness  they  wanted  to  tell  us  what  they  were 
sure  would  be  the  right  answers. 

Julie,  our  youngest,  is  2.  She  does  not  like  to  be 
excluded  from  any  activity,  so  we  followed  our 
planned  procedure  with  her  first.  She  answered  our 
question  by  repeating  her  simple  blessing  on  the 
food.  A  good  start,  we  felt,  because  we  could  feel 
her  love  for  prayer  and  strong  satisfaction  she  re- 
ceived in  participating.  Although  her  physical  body 
as  yet  does  not  comprehend  the  full  power  and  pur- 
pose of  prayer,  it  breaks  her  heart  if  not  allowed  to 
pray  on  each  occasion  of  prayer  in  our  home. 

Our  3  %  -year  old,  Michelle,  was  next  to  have  this 
"grown-up"  personal  interview.  Her  big,  brown  eyes 
sparkled  as  she  carefully  sat  down.  She  folded  her 
arms  and  was  right  still. 


(For  Course  7,  lesson  of  January  13,  "Why  Joseph  Smith  Prayed.") 
'Brother  Calvin  C.  Cook,  General  Board  member  of  the  Deseret 
Sunday  School  Union,  has  served  on  various  Church  committees  and 
held  important  administrative  positions.  He  is  a  graduate  of  the 
University  of  Utah  and  is  presently  Sales  Manager  for  Western  Steel 
Service  Center. 


The  expression  of  such  intentness  in  the  face  of 
a  child  stirs  up  every  desire  to  fulfill  parental  obliga- 
tion of  good  teachings,  love,  and  the  best  of  example. 

Elizabeth,  who  is  5^  years,  outwardly  appears 
the  least  outgoing  of  our  children.  Yet,  when  the 
chips  are  down,  she  often  has  the  most  courage, 
enthusiasm,  and  ability  to  communicate  with  others. 
She  is  full  of  surprises  and  is  always  a  delight  to 
catch  in  one  of  these  moments. 

She  seemed  almost  ecstatic  at  the  opportunity 
to  have  us  to  herself,  and  that  we  would  want  to 
hear  her  very  own  thoughts.  The  unusual  circum- 
stances of  this  evening  seemed  to  enhance  this  feel- 
ing. And  the  subject  of  prayer  to  a  5-year  old  is 
most  important.  Although  her  answers  were  short 
and  simple,  her  manner  of  expression  connoted  the 
keen  interest  children  have  in  Heavenly  Father. 

Jonathan  at  7  was  very  human  and  practical  in 
his  answers.  This  can  be  good  in  this  day  when  we 
all  too  often  leave  our  Father  in  heaven  out  of  our 
daily  thoughts  and  actions.  We  talked  with  him  of 
the  wonder  and  gratification  of  being  close  to  our 
Heavenly'  Father.  How  much  more  sure  we  can  be 
of  His  expressions  than  that  of  a  mortal,  if  we  attune 
ourselves  and  leave  the  door  ever  open!  We  dis- 
cussed the  importance  of  prayer  in  the  life  of  a 
priesthood  bearer  and  that  of  a  missionary.  Again 
with  Jonathan  we  could  see  that  he",  too,  had  caught 
the  spirit  of  this  discussion;  and,  though,  we  felt  a 
need  for  repetition  and  emphasis  on  the  spiritual  as- 
pects of  prayer,  our  7-year  old  displayed  a  sincere 
esteem  for  his  Father  in  heaven  and  the  attitude  of 
prayer. 

Kathleen  is  9  and  has  always  had  a  deep  feeling 
about  prayer.  She  will  kneel  of  her  own  accord  to 
make  peace  with  her  Maker  when  all  has  not  gone 
right.  She  catches  the  spirit  of  respect  and  rever- 
ence in  prayer  and  is  most  particular  to  express  her 
best  thoughts  and  avoid  repetition. 

In  a  family  where  time  goes  by  so  rapidly,  it  is 
these  moments  that  are  so  precious.  Because  it  is 
through  these  that  a  closer  acquaintanceship  with 
your  children  and  an  understanding  of  their  feelings 
can  be  developed. 
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As  we  gathered  them  all  into  the  room  together 
and  read  back  what  each  had  expressed,  they  became 
at  first  self-conscious,  but  this  quickly  modified  as 
their  thoughts  turned  from  themselves  to  what  oth- 
ers had  said;  soon  all  were  commenting  enthusiastic- 
ally. 

Love  should  be  the  main  reason  for  prayer.  Grat- 
itude, protection,  guidance,  all  are  good  reasons; 
but  love  for  our  Father  and  for  His  children  will 
prompt  us  always  to  pray.  Jesus  warned  us  not  to 
pray  to  be  seen  of  men,  but  to  be  heard  of  God.  Our 
Father  is  not  fooled  by  words  and  requires  an  honest 
heart  with  real  intent.  Could  we  truly  love  our  Father 
in  heaven  and  never  seek  to  communicate  with  Him? 
Prayer  is  an  expression  of  love,  but  also  it  must  be 
accompanied  by  a  willingness  to  live  as  God  desires. 

Secret  Prayer  can  reveal  the  true  desires  of  the 
soul;  and  true  assurance  and  love  can  be  communi- 
cated from  God  to  the  individual. 

Family  Prayer  can  open  hearts  to  one  another 
and  the  family  unit  can  give  and  receive  expressions 
most  sacred  and  necessary  for  a  family. 

Church  Prayers  help  ward  or  branch  members  to 
carry  out  the  unifying  purpose  of  the  Church. 

All  of  these  prayers  give  us  strength  and  courage 
to  overcome  those  things  that  tend  to  divide  and 
separate  us  from  Him  who  loves  us  all  and  continu- 
ously seeks  to  communicate  and  bestow  upon  us 
His  Holy  Spirit. 

After  my  remarks  along  these  lines,  we  closed  our 
family  hour  with  the  song  "There  Is  an  Hour  of 
Peace  and  Rest,"  followed  by  family  prayer  express- 
ing the  hope  that  our  family  might  be  one  together 
in  the  Celestial  Kingdom  with  our  Heavenly  Father. 

If  you  are  looking  for  a  variation  in  your  family 
hour  program  and  want  to  draw  out  some  precious 
thoughts  of  your  family,  try  a  personal-interview 
evening  on  prayer. 

JULIE     (2    YEARS) 
Question:  "Why  do  we  pray?" 

Answer:  "Bless  the  food." 


MICHELLE    (3   YEARS) 
Question:  "Why  do  we  pray?" 

Answer:  "Because  we  love  Him  and  Heavenly 
Father  loves  Jesus.  We  should  kneel  to  show  Him 
He  is  wonderful." 

ELIZABETH     (5    YEARS) 

Question:  "Why  do  you  pray?" 

Answer:  "'Cause  if  I  need  some  help  and  no  one 
can  help  me,  He  can." 

Question:  "How  do  we  pray?" 

Answer:  "We  kneel  down  to  show  Him  we  want 
to  talk  to  Him.  Fold  our  arms,  close  our  eyes,  and 
bow  our  heads,  and  think  about  Heavenly  Father 

and  Jesus." 

JONATHAN     (7    YEARS) 

Question:  "Why  do  you  pray?" 

Answer:  "Because  if  we  had  lettuce  and  didn't 
bless  it,  the  flies  and  germs  would  be  on  it." 

Question:  "Why  do  we  have  family  prayer?" 

Answer:  "We  pray  together  because  that  helps 
keep  the  family  close  together.  If  we  are  sick,  Heav- 
enly Father  will  help  make  us  better." 

Question:  "How  do  we  pray?" 

Answer:  "We  follow  the  four  steps: 

"1.    Our  Father  in  heaven. 

"2.    We  thank  Thee. 

"3.    We  ask  Thee. 

"4.    In  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,  Amen." 

KATHLEEN     (9   YEARS) 

Question:  "Why  do  you  pray?" 

Answer:  "Because  it  makes  me  feel  good  inside, 
and  I  love  Heavenly  Father.  I'm  thankful  for  all 
He  gives  me.  If  it  weren't  for  Him,  we  wouldn't  have 
this  world." 

Question:  "Why  is  private  prayer  important?" 
Answer:  "Sometimes  I  have  to  pray  without  the 
family  because  there  are  things  I  want  to  say  that 
others  do  not  always  say.     But  I'm  glad  we  pray 
together." 

Question:  "How  does  prayer  help  us?" 
Answer:   "We  can  ask  our  Father  to  forgive  us 
and  help  us  to  get  to  the  Celestial  Kingdom." 


NOVEMBER     1962 


373 


CHRIST'S  CHURCH  TODAY 
AMONG  CHURCHES  OF  MEN 


by  William  E.  Berrett* 


As  the  Reverend  Norman  Vincent  Peale  sounds 
a  warning  on  the  impotence  of  present-day 
protestantism,  and  facts  point  to  the  diminishing 
numbers  of  Protestant  churches  in  our  great  cities, 
and  an  even  more  appalling  lack  of  attendance 
throughout  the  world,1  we  pause  to  consider  what  is 
happening  to  The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter- 
day  Saints  and  what  will  be  the  prospects  of  her 
future  among  the  churches. 

The  Growth   of  the  Church 

Even  a  cursory  look  at  the  facts  is  an  eye  opener 
— a  deeper  look  impels  one  to  prophecy.  While  prot- 
estantism is  floundering  in  the  face  of  an  investiga- 
tive and  ongoing  civilization,  The  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  is  rapidly  becoming  a 
world  Church — full  of  startling  vitality  and  clearly 
destined  to  replace  worn-out  and  unauthorized  or- 
ganizations. The  above  statement  may  seem  bold 
because  time  will  be  needed  for  its  proof.  But  time 
is  on  the  side  of  the  Church  which  has  a  penchant 
for  the  truth  and  a  vitality  which  springs  from  divine 
direction. 


(For  Course  29,  lesson  of  January  13,  "Position  of  the  Church.") 

*William  E.  Berrett  is  Administrator  of  Seminaries  and  Institutes 
of  Religion  for  the  Unified  Church  School  System.  He  has  served  on 
the  General  Board  of  the  Deseret  Sunday  School  Union,  and  is  author 
of  numerous  books  and  manuals  on  Gospel  subjects. 

Gorman  Vincent  Peale,  "Can  Protestantism  Survive?"  Reader's 
Digest,  Sept.,  1962;  p.  49. 


What  are  the  facts?  The  Church  is  growing  with 
rapidity  and  the  rate  is  accelerating.  While  a  few 
decades  ago  the  Church  was  doubling  its  member- 
ship approximately  every  25  years,  the  present  rate 
of  growth  shows  a  doubling  of  membership  every  17 
years.  The  estimate  of  six  million  members  by  the 
year  A.D.  2000,  which  seemed  fantastic  when  made 
a  few  years  ago,2  now  appears  far  too  conservative. 
The  observations  of  many  historians  and  observers 
that  the  Church  had  reached  its  peak  of  increase  by 
proselyting  are  shown  by  the  facts  to  have  been 
greatly  in  error.  Whereas  a  half  dozen  years  ago 
the  greatest  number  of  converts  in  a  single  year  had 
never  exceeded  12,000,  the  year  1961  found  90,000 
converts  come  into  the  Church.  The  year  1962  is 
leaving  all  previous  records  behind.  The  missionary 
spirit  upon  which  the  growth  of  a  Church  depends 
is  not  diminishing.  It  is  accelerating  and  fast  assum- 
ing that  vitality  which  2000  years  ago  first  carried 
Christianity  throughout  the  world.  Even  a  gatherer 
of  statistics  can  prophesy  a  time  when  converts  may 
come  into  the  Church  by  the  millions. 

Reasons  for  Its  Vitality 

What  are  the  fundamental  reasons  for  this  vital- 
ity? First  and  foremost  is  the  fact  that  the  Church 
was  established  under  the  direction  of  Jesus  Christ, 


2Research  statistics  from  work  of  Dr.  Howard  Nielsen,  BYU,  1957. 
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as  was  the  primitive  Christian  Church,  and  continues 
under  His  guidance.  It  is  not  the  church  of  a  man. 
The  doctrines  were  not  determined  by  councils  of 
men  but  by  revelation  from  God.  Hence  they  are 
in  harmony  with  all  truth  which  man  in  this  enlight- 
ened age  may  discover. 

There  is  a  strength  in  having  the  word  of  God 
in  vital  areas  of  learning,  especially  in  those  areas 
of  research  wherein  there  is  such  doubt  and  conflict- 
ing opinions  as  exist  in  the  field  of  religion  today. 
To  know  that  God  lives;  that  Jesus  Christ  was  res- 
urrected; that  He  exists  today  in  a  body  of  flesh  and 
bones;  that  He  has  appeared  to  present-day  proph- 
ets; and  to  know  His  plan  of  Church  organization, 
with  men  again  on  the  earth  with  direct  authority 
from  Him  to  act  in  His  name — is  to  have  serenity 
and  peace  and  a  desire  to  take  the  good  Word  to 
all  mankind. 

Meeting  the  Challenge  of  Science 

Because  the  Church  is  founded  on  the  truth  in 
regard  to  the  existence  and  nature  of  God  and  has, 
as  its  fundamental  tenets  only  the  word  of  God  as 
it  has  come  to  the  Church  by  revelation,  it  can  have 
no  fear  that  any  scientific  research  into  any  realm 
will  in  any  sense  refute  these  tenets  but  can  only 
sustain  and  uphold  and  add  to  them.  For  example, 
having  received  the  word  of  God  by  revelation  that 
tobacco  was  not  good  for  man,  the  Church  could 
vigorously  proclaim  this  truth  not  waiting  for  scien- 
tific investigation  to  establish  the  fact,  but  with  per- 
fect assurance  that  any  proper  scientific  investigation 
into  the  facts  would  sustain  i,t. 

Having  the  word  of  God  that  the  Book  of  Mor- 
mon is  true,  and  was  translated  by  the  gift  and 
power  of  God — Church  members  can  rest  assured 
that  the  doctrine  and  historical  facts  presented 
therein  are  true  and  that  scientific  research  into 
American  history  and  archeology  can  do  none  else 
in  the  final  analysis  but  verify  its  claims.  It  is  this 
position  that  gives  Mormonism  its  greatest  strength 
— the  knowledge  that  the  Church  is  founded  upon 
truth  and  that  those  truths  must  at  last  be  found 
to  be  in  harmony  with  all  truth  found  in  any  other 
way. 

The  Latter-day  Saints  love  the  search  for  truth; 
they  foster  the  sciences;  they  have  no  fears  for  the 
results  of  honest  research.    For  the  Lord  declared: 

.  .  .  That  which  doth  not  edify  is  not  of  God,  and 
is  darkness. 

That  which  is  of  God  is  light;  and  he  that  receiv- 
eth  light,  and  continueth  in  God,  receiveth  more 
light;  and  that  light  groweth  brighter  and  brighter 
until  the  perfect  day.  (Doctrine  and  Covenants 
50:23,24.) 


Thus  the  Church  has  been  freed  from  creeds  of 
men  which,  in  a  progressing  civilization,  must  inevit- 
ably find  some  conflict  with  new  discoveries  of  the 
truth.  When  the  psychologist  demonstrated  that 
the  child  is  not  born  evil  but  subject  to  the  influences 
of  his  environment  for  good  or  evil,  the  so-called 
Christian  churches  were  uncomfortable  because  of 
their  creeds  which  condemned  the  newborn  babe 
to  be  the  immediate  recipient  of  the  fallen  state  of 
Adam — a  child  of  the  devil  until  saved  by  baptism. 
But  the  Latter-day  Saints  had  already  beaten  the 
psychologist  to  the  punch— they  had  the  word  of 
God  that  the  infant  child  was  innocent  and  needed 
no  baptism.  (SeeMorora  8:5-16.) 

In  an  expanding  world  and  universe,  the  Latter- 
day  Saints  are  at  home.  Long  before  the  astronauts 
began  their  phenomenal  exploration  of  space,  God 
had  revealed  the  immensity  of  His  creations  and  the 
presence  of  unnumbered  inhabited  earths.  (See 
Moses  1:27-38.) 

A  Program   for  Happiness 

The  Latter-day  Saints  have  a  message  of  glad- 
ness for  the  world.  While  countless  churches  look 
upon  man  as  depraved,  the  Latter-day  Saints  know 
all  men  to  be  the  children  of  God — born  but  a  little 
lower  than  the  angels  (See  Psalm  8);  born  into  the 
world  that  they  might  have  joy  (See  1  Nephi  25:2); 
for  the  Latter-day  Saints  can  declare  with  certainty 
that  Christ  has  atoned  for  the  fall  of  Adam  and  that 
all  men  will  live  again.  Further,  they  can  declare 
that  He  has  atoned  for  the  sins  of  all  those  who  will 
come  and  be  baptized  by  those  commissioned  of  Him 
to  baptize,  and  keep  His  commandments. 

This  is  the  message  the  world  needs  and  hungers 
for.  This  is  the  strength  of  the  Latter-day  Saint 
position.     This  is  our  assurance  of  victory. 

The  Church  is  just  beginning.  Its  potency  is 
just  now  becoming  apparent  to  the  world.  Its  pro- 
gram for  happiness  is  just  beginning  to  be  viewed 
in  the  right  perspective. 

And  a  new  day  has  dawned  within  the  Church. 
The  great  principles  of  the  Gospel  are  finding  ex- 
pression in  such  art  forms  as  music,  literature,  and 
drama.  Her  zeal  for  learning  is  producing  scientists, 
teachers,  business  and  professional  men  who  are  fast 
being  recognized  throughout  the  world. 

Yes — mediocrity  is  there — passivity  is  there — the 
dead  wood  has  not  been  cleaned  away — but  he  who 
sees  no  farther  than  these  weaknesses  is  blind  to  the 
fundamental  principles  and  truths  which  have  the 
power  to  bring  mankind  ultimately  into  a  common 
brotherhood  and  a  common  understanding  of  the 
things  of  God. 
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THE  REACH 
OF  LOVE 


by  Lucile  D.  Smith'' 


Love  has  a  special  intimate  characteristic,  a  feel- 
ing and  sharing  of  one's  inmost  desires  of  loyalty, 
trust,  and  confidence.  It  is  altruistic,  unselfish,  giv- 
ing and  forgiving.  The  feeling  of  belonging  to  one 
another  heightens  concern  for  each  other's  well- 
being,  and  multiplies  the  efforts  each  exerts  for  the 
benefit  of  the  other. 

The  product  of  love  is  the  family.  The  desire  for 
the  welfare  of  one's  mate  and  offspring  is  an  outflow 
of  love  and  helpfulness.  This  love  is  life's  drive  to 
insure  continuity  and  progress  in  life.  It  engenders 
confidence  and  trust,  hearts  that  sympathize,  and 
hands  willing  to  work  endlessly  to  create  the  com- 
forts and  necessities  needed  for  the  health  and  wel- 
fare of  the  members  of  the  family.  This  love  is  not 
primarily  concerned  with  worldly  considerations,  but 
rather  in  the  development  of  beauty  of  soul,  and  an 
awareness  of  esthetic,  moral,  and  spiritual  values. 

When  my  newborn  infant  was  placed  in  my  arms, 
I  felt  I  had  been  "creative  with  God"  in  "bringing 
to  pass  the  immortality  and  eternal  life  of  man."  It 
was  mine,  a  gift  from  God  to  cherish  and  protect. 
My  whole  being  went  out  to  it  in  warm  attachment 
and  affection.  The  maternal  instinct,  God-given;  the 
inward  urge  to  possess  a  child,  to  care  for  its  needs, 
to  protect  and  to  make  it  happy  and  glad  to  be  alive; 
came  into  existence  at  its  birth.  Each  succeeding 
child  brought  the  same  sublime  experience.  God's 
gift  to  me  gave  purpose  and  meaning  to  my  life. 

As  one  sees  a  small  child  being  led  carefully,  ten- 
derly by  an  older  sister  or  brother,  one  marvels  at 
the  protective  solicitude  the  older  has  for  the  young- 
er one  and  sees  an  inherent  demonstration  of  love, 


(For  Course  24,  lessons  of  January  13  &  20,  "Honor  Thy  Father 
and  Thy  Mother,"  &  "Beliefs  and  Feelings";  for  Course  27,  lesson  of 
January  13,   "The  Quest  For  Joy.") 

*Lucile  D.  Smith,  mother  of  13  children,  lives  in  Bennion  Ward  of 
Taylorsville  Stake.  She  is  ward  organist  and  has  served  many  years 
in  the  capacity  of  organist  for  various  auxiliaries  of  the  Church. 
Among  the  organizations  to  which  she  belongs  are  the  PTA,  Daugh- 
ters of  Ihe  Utah  Pioneers,  and  LDS  auxiliaries.  She  is  married  to  Dr. 
Calvin  S.  Smith.     Sister  Smith  is  the  1962  Utah  "Mother  of  the  Year." 


My  infant,  God's  gift,  gave  purpose  and  meaning  to  my  life. 


the  attachment  even  the  smallest  feel  for  each  other. 
It  bespeaks  a  gentleness,  a  concern,  a  sacredness  of 
one  to  another  which  has  been  patterned  by  their 
parents. 

Love  is  the  thing  that  impels  a  mother  to  watch 
at  the  bedside  of  a  fevered  child,  night  after  night 
until  near  exhaustion,  with  a  prayer  in  her  heart  for 
the  child's  recovery.  It  also  patiently  teaches  order- 
liness and  system. 

It  is  an  urge  of  love  to  teach  the  child  to  discrim- 
inate between  good  and  evil,  to  appreciate  and  to 
desire  that  which  brings  genuine  joy  and  happiness 
rather  than  fleeting  pleasure.  Because  of  their  love 
parents  provide  family  learning  activities,  and  all 
work  together  for  mutually  useful  ends.  They  accept 
the  child  as  he  is,  and  guide  and  help  meet  his  special 
needs  through  concern  and  understanding.  Their 
love  teaches  him  to  work  and  find  enjoyment  in 
labor,  in  service  to  others,  and  in  appreciating  bless- 
ings. 

Our  homes,  our  gardens,  our  fields,  and  the  work 
of  our  hands  are  expressions  of  the  love  and  re- 
sponsibility we  feel  for  our  stewardship  of  the  things 
God  has  given  us. 

The  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  is  the  law  of  love, 
and  love  of  God  with  the  whole  heart  and  mind  is 
the  greatest  commandment.  It  is  our  mission  to 
demonstrate  that  love  is  stronger  than  fear  and 
force;  that  perfect  love  casts  out  fear,  and  that  life 
based  upon  love  is  an  abundant  and  happy  life. 
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Let  Your  Children  Learn  by  Love 


by  M curie  G.  Sheranian* 


The  world  can  be  a  heaven  on  earth  if  we  make 
it  so.     Love  at  home  is  the  key  to  harmony. 

Parents  should  take  the  long  view  of  life  in  train- 
ing God's  children,  for  they  train  them  not  only  for 
this  life  but  for  life  in  the  eternal  world.  They 
should  prayerfully  seek  the  methods  that  will  have 
the  greatest  success  in  guiding  the  souls  which  our 
Father  in  heaven  has  placed  in  their  care. 

Good  physical  care  and  surroundings  make 
growth  easier,  but  it  is  the  emotional  relationships 
within  the  home  that  make  the  essential  difference 
in  whether  growth  is  free  or  hampered. 

Love  is  of  God  and  is  intended  to  endure  for- 
ever. It  believes,  hopes,  endures  and  bears  all 
things;  it  never  fails.  (See  J  Corinthians  13.) 

Since  God  is  a  God  of  love,  parents  should  en- 
deaver  to  become  like  Him  and  emulate  the  method 
He  uses  with  His  children — the  method  of  love. 

If  a  child  is  accepted  and  loved,  he  is  likely  to 
accept  the  behavior  his  parents  are  trying  to  teach 
him.  He  needs  to  feel  that  he  is  completely  accepted 
by  his  father  and  mother  and  that  their  love  does  not 
depend  on  a  particular  kind  of  his  behavior.  In  a 
good  home,  parents  recognize  the  individuality  of 
each  child  and  love  each  as  he  is.  As  the  result,  a 
child  from  such  a  home  is  able  to  develop  the  self- 
confidence  so  necessary  if  he  is  to  have  initiative  and 
learn  to  make  decisions  as  he  grows  older. 

What  are  the  ingredients  of  love?  They  are 
Christian  virtues — patience,  kindness,  thoughtful- 
ness,  generosity,  humility,  courtesy,  unselfishness, 
good  temper,  sincerity,  and  honesty.  To  the  extent 
parents  practice  these  virtues,  they  will  have  suc- 
cess in  guiding  the  behavior  of  their  children.  As  a 
good  tree  brings  forth  good  fruit,  so  will  the  ingre- 
dients of  love  bring  forth  good  fruit,  and  it  all  yields 
happiness. 

The  opposite  to  the  ingredients  of  love  yields 
strife  and  unhappiness. 

"Love  begets  love.  Whenever  Latter-day  Saints 
live  in  love  together,  their  armor  and  their  shield, 
all  their  weapons,  are  of  heavenly  workmanship.  The 


(For  Course  27,  lesson  of  January  13,  "The  Quest  For  Joy"-  for 
Course  24,  lessons  of  January  13  &  20,  "Honor  Thy  Father  and  Thy 
Mother,"  and  "Beliefs  and  Feelings.") 

*  Marie  Gutke  Sheranian,  Beverly  Hills,  Calif.,  can  point  to  many 
notable  contributions,  chief  among  which  is  the  raising  of  nine  chil- 
dren and  training  them  to  be  dedicated  in  their  religious  and  civic 
responsibilities.  She  is  an  active  Church  member,  descending  from 
faithful  English  and  Scandinavian  ancestry.  She  is  married  to  Dr. 
Herond  N.  Sheranian,  specialist  in  Ophthalmology.  She  and  her  hus- 
band have  filled  three  two-year  missions  for  the  Church,  and  they 
have  worked  diligently  to  foster  understanding  between  Christians 
and  Jews  in  a  program  entitled  "Understanding  Israel."  Sister  Sher- 
anian   is  the  California  "Mother   of  the   Year"   for   1962. 


forces  of  evil  flee  in  terror  before  them."1 

"If  love  dwells  [in  the  home],  .  .  .  the  biggest 
step  toward  a  happy  home  life  has  been  taken.  But 
how  can  these  virtues  be  cultivated  in  our  children? 
One  way  is  to  tell  them  continually  that  we  love 
them. . .  "2 

Parents  are  not  perfect;  they  should  strive  to  be- 
come perfect  as  their  Father  in  heaven  is  perfect. 
Fervent  prayer  will  help  them  to  perfect  themselves 
in  the  "art  of  love."  Praying  with  their  children  and 
having  them  take  part  in  family  prayers  will  give 
them  a  greater  sense  of  belonging  to  the  family. 
Many  lessons  of  behavior  are  taught  through  the 
acknowledgement  of  weaknesses  before  our  Heavenly 
Father,  and  the  petition  for  help  to  do  better. 

The  feeling  of  belonging  to  a  family  is  necessary 
for  the  proper  growth  of  children.  Elder  Richard 
L.  Evans  says,  "One  of  the  most  wonderful  things  in 
life  is  the  sense  of  belonging;  and  one  of  the  most 
wonderful  things  to  belong  to  is  a  loyal  and  loving 
family." 

Doing  things  together  gives  children  a  feeling 
that  they  are  not  burdensome  or  a  nuisance,  but 
are  loved  because  father  and  mother  enjoy  doing 
things  with  them.  Various  studies  have  shown  that 
the  way  a  child  believes  his  parents  feel  about  him  is 
more  important  than  what  the  parents  say  about 
their  feelings  for  him.  By  your  actions  as  well  as 
your  words,  prove  your  love  to  your  children. 

If  a  parent  tells  his  child  he  loves  him  and  then 
spends  very  little  time  with  him,  the  child  may  con- 
clude other  things  are  more  important  to  the  parent 
than  himself.  Children,  if  they  are  to  withstand  the 
impact  of  environment,  must  grow  up  in  an  under- 
standing and  accepting  home. 

Parents  should  constantly  keep  in  mind  their  chil- 
dren are  children  of  our  Father  in  heaven.  They 
should  put  themselves  in  the  child's  position,  asking 
"why  should  the  child  do  what  he  did?" 

If  a  child  knows  and  understands  that  his  parents 
love  him,  he  will  accept  correction  without  a  basic 
feeling  of  resentment.  Parents  should  exercise 
authority  with  righteousness,  "reproving  betimes 
with  sharpness  .  .  .  and  then  showing  forth  ...  an 
increase  of  love  ..."  (Doctrine  and  Covenants 
121:43.) 

"I  have  no  greater  joy  than  to  hear  that  my  chil- 
dren walk  in  truth."  (Ill  John  1:4.) 

Yes,  in  rearing  a  family,  love  is  a  most  vital  force 
for  good.    Let  us  use  it  often. 

'lJ6hn  A.  Widtsoe,  Man  and  the  Dragon;  Bookcraft,  1945-  p    158 
2Harvey  Fletcher,   The  Good  Life;   Deseret  Sunday   School  Union, 
1961;  p.  78. 
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THE  SPIRIT 
OF  REVERENCE 

by  Oliver  R.  Smith* 


Main  Concept: 

Reverence  is  a  quality  needed  by  every  true 
Latter-day  Saint. 

Supplementary  References: 

Hugh  B.  Brown,  "Like  a  Beacon,"  Instructor, 
Feb.  1956,  p.  42. 

Addie  J.  Gilmore,  "May  They  Grow  in  Rever- 
ence," Instructor,  Dec.  1956,  page  318. 

David  0.  McKay,  Gospel  Ideals,  pages  218-227. 

Asahel  D.  Woodruff,  Teaching  the  Gospel,  pages 
93-100. 

Are  We  Deficient  in   Reverence? 

Not  long  ago  the  presidency  of  one  of  the  stakes 
in  the  Church  called  a  special  meeting  of  all  of  the 
officers,  teachers,  and  parents  in  that  stake  to  plan 
a  course  of  action  to  meet  what  was  considered  to  be 
the  most  critical  need  of  the  stake  at  that  time.  That 
need  was  explained  to  the  stake  membership  as  rev- 
erence for  our  Heavenly  Father,  and  a  continuing 
program  was  undertaken  to  develop  this  quality  to 
a  greater  degree  in  all  of  the  wards  of  that  stake. 

It  has  been  observed  that  the  Latter-day  Saints 
are  a  gregarious  people.  We  like  to  visit  with  our 
friends.  Thoughtlessness  may  lead  us  to  use  the 
Lord's  house  to  discuss  last  night's  date,  our  vacation, 
our  school  or  social  matters.  All  of  these  topics  are 
surely  foreign  to  the  spirit  of  reverence  in  the  wor- 
ship service. 

In  some  instances  classes  in  auxiliary  organiza- 
tions are  disrupted  or  marred  by  disrespectful  and 
unruly  conduct.  Is  this  condition  a  symptom  of  de- 
ficiency in  the  quality  of  reverence? 

What  Is  the  Meaning   of  Reverence? 

Reverence  for  Deity  and  for  all  that  pertains  to 
Him  is  the  center  of  all  religious  activity.  It  grows 
out  of  love  for  God  and  for  fellow  men,  which  are  the 
two  basic  commandments  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ. 

If  we  truly  love  God,  we  show  our  respect  by  ap- 
propriate conduct  in  and  near  all  places  of  worship, 
and  in  every  word  and  act  that  pertains  to  God.  We 
also  show  respect  to  the  teachers  who  instruct  us  in 


*Brother  Smith,  a  member  of  the  Sunday  School  General  Board, 
is  professor  of  Journalism  at  Brigham  Young  University.  He  obtained 
a  B.A.  degree  there  and  a  Ph.D.  degree  from  the  State  University  of 
Iowa.  He  has  served  as  a  high  councilman  and  in  ward  and  stake  MIA 
positions. 
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religious  classes,  and  to  the  leaders  and  participants 
in  all  worshipping  assemblies. 

If  we  truly  love  our  fellow  men,  we  show  respect 
to  them  by  courtesy,  kindness,  and  consideration — 
and  this  has  particular  application  in  our  relation- 
ships with  those  who  worship  or  attend  classes  with 
us. 

President  McKay  has  said:  "I  look  upon  rever- 
ence as  one  of  the  highest  qualities  of  the  soul.  An 
irreverent  man  is  not  a  believing  man.  ...  A  great 
man  is  reverent.  He  reverences  Deity;  he  reverences 
all  things  associated  with  Deity;  and  the  great  prob- 
lem that  is  facing  the  world  today  is  the  attitude 
toward  God,  His  Son,  and  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ." 

John  Ruskin  wrote:  "Reverence  is  the  noblest 
state  in  which  a  man  can  live  in  the  world.  .  .  No  man 
will  rise  high  who  jeers  at  sacred  things.  The  fine 
loyalties  of  life  must  be  reverenced  or  they  will  be 
foresworn  in  the  day  of  trial." 

How  Can  We  Develop  Reverence? 

The  attitude  of  reverence  and  reverent  conduct 
must  be  recognized  as  being  traits  which  every  indi- 
vidual acquires  or  fails  to  acquire  as  a  result  of  his 
response  to  teaching  or  to  the  example  of  others. 
People  tend  to  develop  patterns  of  reverence  or  ir- 
reverence without  being  conscious  of  them,  unless 
they  have  occasion  for  self-analysis.  People  do  not 
just  "naturally"  become  reverent  or  the  opposite; 
their  traits  are  formed  by  what  they  see  and  hear 
and  imitate.  This  is  especially  true  of  children  and 
young  people. 

The  home,  primarily,  is  the  place  where  children 
are  taught  basic  attitudes  of  reverence.  Parents  have 
been  given  a  charge  in  this  Dispensation  to  teach  the 
Gospel  to  their  children,  and  this  includes  the  teach- 
ing of  the  principle  of  reverence.  Their  example  and 
kindly  guidance  are  most  important  of  all. 

Teachers  also  have  an  important  opportunity  to 
develop  reverence  by  their  own  examples  and  by  the 
way  they  conduct  their  classes.  President  McKay 
has  pointed  out:  "In  the  classrooms  children  should 
be  taught,  should  be  free  to  discuss,  free  to  speak, 
free  to  participate  in  class  work;  but  no  member  of 
the  class  has  the  right  to  distract  another  student 
by  jostling  or  making  light  and  frivolous  remarks." 

Since  our  spirit  of  reverence  is  influenced  by  the 
atmosphere  of  a  worshiping  assembly  into  which  we 
come,  it  is  also  vital  that  the  officers  and  partici- 

(Concluded  on  page  380.) 


378 


THE     INSTRUCTOR 


"SAMUEL    THE    LAMANITE 
PROPHESIES   FROM   THE   CITY   WALLS 


THE  STORY 

And  now  it  came  to  pass  in  the  eighty  and  sixth  year,  the  Nephites  did  still 
remain  in  great  wickedness,  .  .  .  while  the  Lamanites  did  observe  strictly  to  keep 
the  commandments  of  God,  according  to  the  law  of  Moses. 

And  in  this  year  there  was  one  Samuel,  a  Lamanite,  came  into  the  land  of 
Zarahemla,  and  began  to  preach  unto  the  people  .  .  .  And  they  did  cast  him  out, 
and  he  was  about  to  return  to  his  own  land. 

But  behold,  the  voice  of  the  Lord  came  unto  him,  that  he  should  return  again, 
and  prophesy  unto  the  people  whatsoever  things  should  come  into  his  heart. 

And  it  came  to  pass  that  they  would  not  suffer  that  he  should  enter  into  the 
city;  therefore  he  went  and  got  upon  the  wall  thereof,  and  stretched  forth  his 
hand  and  cried  with  a  loud  voice,  and  prophesied  unto  the  people  whatsoever 
things  the  Lord  put  into  his  heart. 

And  he  said  unto  them:  Behold,  I,  Samuel,  a  Lamanite,  do  speak  the  words 
of  the  Lord  .  .  .  ;  and  behold  he  hath  put  it  into  my  heart  to  say  that  the  sword 
of  justice  hangeth  over  this  people.  .  . 

Yea,  heavy  destruction  awaiteth  this  people,  .  .  .  and  nothing  can  save  this 
people  save  it  be  repentance  and  faith  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  surely  shall 
come  into  the  world,  and  shall  suffer  many  things  and  shall  be  slain  for  his 
people. 

O  ye  wicked  and  ye  perverse  generation;  .  .  .  how  long  will  ye  choose  darkness 

rather  than  light? 

Yea,  behold,  the  anger  of  the  Lord  is  already  kindled  against  you;  behold,  he 
hath  cursed  the  land  because  of  your  iniquity. 

And  ...  he  said  unto  them:  Behold,  I  give  unto  you  a  sign;  for  five  years 
more  cometh,  and  behold,  then  cometh  the  Son  of  God  to  redeem  all  those  who 
shall  believe  on  his  name. 

And  behold,  this  will  I  give  unto  you  for  a  sign  at  the  time  of  his  coming;  for 
behold,  there  shall  be  great  lights  in  heaven,  insomuch  that  in  the  night  before  he 
cometh  there  shall  be  no  darkness,  ... 

And  behold,  there  shall  a  new  star  arise,  such  an  one  as  ye  never  have  beheld; 
and  this  also  shall  be  a  sign  unto  you.  .  . 

And  ...  for  this  intent  have  I  come  up  upon  the  walls  of  this  city,  that  ye 
might  hear  and  know  of  the  judgments  of  God  which  do  await  you  because  of 
your  iniquities,  and  also  that  ye  might  know  the  conditions  of  repentance. 

And  also  that  ye  might  know  of  the  coming  of  Jesus  Christ,  the  Son  of  God, 
the  Father  of  heaven  and  of  earth,  the  Creator  of  all  things  from  the  beginning; 
and  that  ye  might  know  of  the  signs  of  his  coming,  to  the  intent  that  ye  might 
believe  on  his  name.  .  . 

And  behold,  .  .  .  another  sign  I  give  unto  you,  yea,  a  sign  of  his  death.  .  . 

.  .  .  Behold, ...  the  sun  shall  be  darkened . . . ;  and  also  the  moon  and  the  stars; 
and  there  shall  be  no  light  upon  the  face  of  this  land,  even  from  the  time  that  he 
shall  suffer  death,  for  the  space  of  three  days,  to  the  time  that  he  shall  rise  again 
from  the  dead. 

Yea,  at  the  time  .  .  .  there  shall  be  thunderings  and  lightnings  for  the  space 
of  many  hours,  and  the  earth  shall  shake  and  tremble.  .  . 

(Concluded  on  opposite  back  of  picture.) 
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"SAMUEL   THE   LAMANITE 
PROPHESIES   FROM   THE   CITY   WALLS' 


THE  STORY  (Concluded) 

And  now  behold,  saith  the  Lord,  concerning  the  people  of  the  Nephites:  If 
they  will  not  repent,  and  observe  to  do  my  will,  I  will  utterly  destroy  them,  .  .  . 
and  as  surely  as  the  Lord  liveth  shall  these  things  be,  saith  the  Lord. 

And  now,  .  .  .  there  were  many  who  heard  the  words  of  Samuel,  the  Laman- 
ite,  which  he  spake  upon  the  walls  of  the  city.  And  as  many  as  believed  on  his 
word  went  forth  and  sought  for  Nephi;  .  .  .  desiring  that  they  might  be  baptized 
unto  the  Lord. 

But  as  many  as  there  were  who  did  not  believe  in  the  words  of  Samuel  were 
angry  with  him;  and  they  cast  stones  at  him  upon  the  wall,  and  also  many  shot 
arrows  at  him  as  he  stood  upon  the  wall;  but  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  was  with  him, 
insomuch  that  they  could  not  hit  him  with  their  stones  neither  with  their  arrows.  .  . 

Therefore  .  .  .  they  cried  unto  their  captains,  saying:  Take  this  fellow  and  bind 
him,  for  .  .  .  he  hath  a  devil. 

And  as  they  went  forth  to  lay  their  hands  on  him,  behold,  he  did  cast  him- 
self down  from  the  wall,  and  did  flee  out  of  their  lands,  yea,  even  unto  his  own 
country.  .  . 

And  behold,  he  was  never  heard  of  more  among  the  Nephites.  .  . 

—  Helaman  13:1  to  16:8. 


THE  PICTURE 

There  are  moments  of  priceless  value  —  moments  when  the  Lord  speaks 
through  His  prophets. 

All  the  elements  of  this  intensely  dramatic  scene  are  directed  toward  Samuel, 
the  Lamanite  prophet,  who  stands  on  the  walls  of  Zarahemla  and  confronts  a 
"wicked  and  perverse"  generation  of  Nephites. 

Note  the  archers  in  the  foreground  and  on  top  of  the  towers;  also  note  the 
heavy  lines  and  shadows  and  contrast  of  colors  in  the  walls. 

Silhouetted  against  a  twilight  sky,  Samuel  holds  out  his  arms  and  elevates  his 
staff  —  like  a  symbol  of  authority  —  and  speaks  the  word  of  the  Lord.  His  crim- 
son cloak  waves  like  a  heavenly  banner  amid  the  assailing  stones  and  arrows.  Not 
one  is  to  strike  him. 

He  has  a  mission  to  perform;  the  Lord  has  sent  him  to  speak  "whatsoever 
things  should  come  into  his  heart."  And  into  his  heart  comes  the  word  of  the 
Lord  —  that  the  wicked  must  repent  of  their  sins  and  have  faith  on  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  who  is  to  appear  soon  to  redeem  mankind.  Some,  converted  to  the  truth, 
go  in  search  of  Nephi  for  baptism;  others,  preferring  to  live  in  sin  (and  therefore 
incited  to  rage  by  Samuel's  call  to  repentance)  seek  to  kill  the  prophet. 

The  Lamanite  is  concluding  his  message;  the  Nephite  captains,  responding 
to  the  frenzied  cries,  "...  Take  this  fellow  and  bind  him,  ..."  are  climbing  to  the 
top  of  the  wall  where  Samuel  now  stands.  At  the  last  moment  he  will  escape  and 
return  to  his  own  land.  He  will  not  come  again  to  Zarahemla,  but  his  words  will 
remain  to  play  a  strong  role  in  the  years  that  are  to  follow. 

—  Paul  R.  Hoopes. 
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What  Heavenly  Father  Gives  Us 


A    FLANNELBOARD    STORY    BY    MARIE    F.    FELT 


As  Peter  left  home  one  morning  with  his  father, 
he  thought  how  good  it  was  to  be  up  so  early.  The 
sunrise  was  just  beginning,  making  the  day  seem 
very  pleasant.  The  birds  were  singing,  and  Peter 
enjoyed  that.  The  birds  also  liked  to  be  up  early. 
Peter  could  tell  by  their  songs  and  the  way  they 
sang  them. 

Peter  mentioned  this  to  his  father,  and  they 
talked  of  God;  for  both  of  them  knew  it  was  He  who 
made  this  wonderful  world  and  all  that  was  in  it. 

It  had  been  night,  but  now  it  was  day.  This 
helped  Peter  remember  that  this  is  what  happened 
when  God  divided  the  night  from  the  day. 

As  Peter  and  his  father  walked  along,  Peter  no- 
ticed the  river.  It  was  from  here  that  they  got  the 
water  to  irrigate  their  crops.  The  river  also  provided 
them  with  drinking  water.  God  had  separated  the 
water  from  the  land  on  another  of  His  days. 


(For  Course  la,  lesson  of  January  20,  "A  Beautiful  World.") 
*  Sister  Marie  Fox  Felt  is  a  member  of  the  Deseret  Sunday  School 
Union's  General  Board.  Her  record  of  Gospel  teaching  is  at  all  levels 
— ward,  stake,  and  churchwide.  Sister  Felt,  a  University  of  Utah 
graduate  in  teaching,  has  authored  several  books  for  Junior  Sunday 
School  teaching  and  contributes  much  in  the  area  of  teaching  the 
Gospel  to  children.  She  is  currently  teaching  first  grade  at  the 
Hillsdale  Elementary  School,  Salt  Lake  City. 


Then  there  was  the  grass  in  the  yards  and  along 
the  roadsides.  There  was  also  grass  in  the  park. 
There  were  trees  and  plants,  and  some  had  blossoms 
on  them.  These  too  were  created  by  our  Heavenly 
Father  on  still  another  day. 

Thinking  of  the  sun  again,  Peter  remembered 
how  important  it  is.  It  gives  us  light  in  the  daytime. 
It  helps  plants  to  grow  so  we  can  have  good  food  to 
eat.  It  gives  power  to  do  many  other  things  too,  so 
Peter  had  heard;  but  he  did  not  yet  understand  just 
how.    God  had  created  the  sun,  too. 

Peter  and  his  father  had  their  fishing  poles  with 
them.  It  was  fun  to  go  fishing  together.  Our  Heav- 
enly Father  had  created  fish  and  all  other  creatures 
that  lived  in  the  water.  Peter  was  glad  for  this. 
He  was  glad  also  that  God  had  created  the  birds. 
They  were  singing  such  beautiful  songs,  and  they 
helped  Peter  to  have  a  happy  heart. 

Then  there  were  the  cows,  horses,  and  other  ani- 
mals. Peter  often  saw  these  in  the  pastures.  There 
were  also  worms,  bugs,  and  caterpillars.  Peter  knew 
a  lot  about  worms.  He  often  used  them  when  he  went 
fishing. 
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Heavenly  Father  made  all  these  things  for  us, 
and  gave  us  mothers  and  fathers  and  brothers  and 
sisters,  too.  All  the  things  that  God  has  created, 
He  told  people  to  use  and  to  enjoy. 

As  they  sat  by  the  stream  getting  ready  to  fish, 
Dad  remembered  a  poem  that  he  had  learned  once. 
It  was  about  other  things  for  which  we  should  say 
"thank  you."  It  is  about  gifts  that  each  one  of  us 
has.    It  is  as  follows : 

God  Gave  Me  Eyes 

God  gave  me  eyes  that  I  might  see 
The  wonder  of  a  blossoming  tree, 
My  dolly's  face,  my  story  book, 
And  how  the  various  creatures  look. 

God  gave  me  ears  that  I  might  hear 
The  laugh  of  brooklets  singing  clear, 
My  kitten's  purr,  a  violin, 
And  mother  when  she  calls  me  in. 

God  gave  a  nose  that  I  might  learn 
The  perfume  of  each  flower  in  turn, 
Of  frozen  foods  prepared  to  eat 
And  the  dusty  smells  of  new  cut  wheat. 

God  gave  a  tongue  that  I  might  know 
The  flavor  of  all  fruits  that  grow, 
The  taste  of  honey  from  the  bee, 
And  good  things  mother  cooks  for  me. 

God  gave  a  sense  of  touch  that  I 
Might  do  my  work,  feel  wind  pass  by, 
Might  know  the  sun's  caressing  heat 
And  dusty  roads  beneath  my  feet. 

I  thank  you  God,  for  making  me 

So  that  I  hear  and  feel  and  see; 

And  since  these  dear  gifts  came  from  you 

I'll  use  them  as  you'd  want  me  to. 

—Olive  W.  Burt. 


How  To  Present  the  Flannelboard  Story 

Characters  and    Props   Needed    in   This    Presentation  Are: 

A  young  father  and  little  boy  sitting  on  a  log,  with 
fishing  poles.  (ML3.) 


A  young  mother.  (MLl.) 
A  little  girl.  (ML2.) 
Birds  flying.  (ML13.) 
A  moth.  (ML4.) 
A  tree.  (ML10.) 
Flowers.  (ML  11.) 


Fish.  (ML5.) 

A  cow.  (ML12.) 

Ahorse.  (ML9.) 

A  worm.  (ML8.) 

A  bug.  (ML7.) 

A  caterpillar.  (ML6.) 


Action: 


Scene  I 

Scenery;  An  outdoor  scene — blue  sky  and  a  river  run- 
ning through  a  green  meadow.  This  can  be  made 
with  the  various  colors  of  flannel. 

Action:  Peter  and  his  father  are  sitting  on  a  log,  talk- 
ing as  they  get  their  poles  ready  to  fish.  As  they 
talk  and  the  things  in  the  story  are  mentioned,  place 
them  on  the  grass  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river. 
All  are  God's  creations  that  Peter  hears  about  or 
sees. 


THE   SPIRIT  OF   REVERENCE  (Concluded  from  page  378.) 

pants  make  sure  that  every  aspect  of  the  service  con- 
tributes to  the  spiritual  nature  of  the  meeting.  The 
preludial  music  helps  in  two  ways:  it  reminds  us  to 
be  reverent  as  we  enter  the  chapel,  and  it  puts  us 
in  a  worshipful  mood  if  we  will  quietly  take  our  seats 
and  listen  to  it.  As  the  prayer  is  offered,  all  in  at- 
tendance should  follow  and  assent  to  the  words  of 
the  prayer  which  is  given  in  their  behalf.  The  sing- 
ing of  hymns  gives  each  one  an  opportunity  to  par- 
ticipate actively  and  to  thus  increase  the  spiritual 
uplift  to  be  derived  from  the  meeting. 

One  of  the  holiest  ordinances  of  the  Church  is 
the  sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper.    When  it  is  ad- 


ministered with  dignity  and  reverence,  and  when  we 
recipients  partake  of  it  in  quiet  remembrance  of  the 
Saviour  and  His  sacrifice  for  us,  it  becomes  a  rich 
spiritual  experience  and  gives  us  renewed  strength 
for  another  week  to  remember  Him  and  to  keep  His 
commandments. 

To  build  greater  reverence  in  our  own  lives  and 
to  give  a  proper  example  to  others  who  may  be  in- 
fluenced by  us  is  surely  one  of  the  most  worthy 
objectives  of  every  Latter-day  Saint,  whether  young 
or  old.  (See  Supt.  George  R.  Hill's  editorial,  "Rever- 
ence in  Sunday  School,"  in  this  issue.) 


380 


THE    INSTRUCTOR 


Reverence  in  Sunday  School 


by  General  Superintendent  George  R.  Hill 


In  a  wonderful  article,  "Reverence,  the  Highest 
of  Human  Feelings,"  President  David  0.  McKay  had 
this  to  say: 

"Reverence  is  profound  respect  mingled  with  love. 
...  It  is  the  highest  of  human  feelings.  .  . 

"Reverence  embraces  regard,  deference,  honor 
and  esteem.  ...  It  is  the  fundamental  virtue  in  re- 
ligion. 'Reverence  is  one  of  the  signs  of  strength; 
irreverence  one  of  the  surest  indications  of  weak- 
ness.' "x 

The  Sunday  School  is  one  of  the  best  places  for 
developing  reverence  that  I  know  anything  about. 
The  key  man  in  its  development  is  the  ward  bishop. 
He,  the  father  of  the  ward,  is  the  man  who  is  respon- 
sible for  the  excellence,  the  reverence,  and  the  de- 
corum of  the  45-minute  worship  service  and  the 
45-minute  class  work.  He  is  in  charge  of  all  organ- 
izations in  the  ward.  He  delegates  such  of  its  re- 
sponsibilities as  he  desires  to  the  Sunday  School 
superintendent. 

Most  bishoprics  choose  strong  superintendents 
and  delegate  to  the  superintendents  most  of  the  func- 
tions of  the  Sunday  School.  But  they  remain  at  the 
helm  to  see  that  everything  is  properly  done. 

Reverence  is  fostered  by  greeters  who  know  and 
quietly  welcome  people  as  they  come  to  Sunday 
School.  If  this  is  adequately  done,  the  emotion  of 
reverence  goes  v/ith  that  person  into  the  chapel  and 
(hopefully)  remains  throughout  the  Sunday  School 
session. 


'David   O.   McKay,   "Reverence,  the  Highest  of  Human  Feelings," 
The  Instructor;  May,  1961;  page  145. 


Occasionally  one  finds  a  loud-speaking,  back- 
slapping  greeter  who  welcomes  the  people,  but  who 
signally  fails  to  give  them  the  quiet  reverential  emo- 
tion they  should  have  as  they  enter  the  chapel. 

Reverence  is  intensified  by  proper  examples  of  it 
in  the  superintendency  and  bishopric  on  the  stand 
and  by  teachers  in  their  classes.  These  should  be 
sitting  quietly  in  their  places  when  the  preludial 
music  begins.  Their  example  will  be  effective  in  pre- 
paring all  the  people  for  the  worship  service  of  the 
Sunday  School. 

The  two-minute  rule  should  be  strictly  observed 
by  the  superintendent  or  the  member  of  the  bishop- 
ric in  his  quiet  greeting  to  the  audience  and  to  the 
minimum  of  notices  which  need  to  be  given. 

Reverence  is  fostered  by  adequate  planning  by 
the  superintendency.  If  everything  is  in  readiness 
and  all  who  are  to  take  part  are  on  the  stand  when 
the  preludial  music  begins,  the  reverential  spirit  will 
continue  uninterrupted. 

If  seating  in  the  chapel  permits  it,  I  should  like 
to  see  all  teachers  precede  the  class  members  to  the 
classrooms.  Then  the  teacher  can  greet  each  mem- 
ber and  establish  a  friendly  feeling  that  will  add  to 
the  lesson  of  the  day. 

If  the  emotion  of  reverence  is  successfully  main- 
tained throughout  the  Sunday  School,  its  effect  will 
be  cumulative  and  people  will  enjoy  coming  to  Sun- 
day School  more  and  more. 

To  this  end,  the  greeters  should  be  on  hand  to 
say  good-by  to  people  as  they  leave  and  invite  them 
to  come  back  on  subsequent  Sundays. 
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Advancement 
of  Classes 

Sunday,  Jan.  6,  1963,  will  be  the  day  for  advance- 
ment of  classes  and  for  the  overview  of  the  new  les- 
sons for  the  year.  Neither  should  be  a  problem  if 
the  ward  superintendency  follows  fundamental  pro- 
cedures. 

Well  ahead  of  the  end  of  the  year  the  alert  super- 
intendency and  secretary  will  study  the  rolls  and 
estimate  the  attendance  of  each  class  for  1963 — like 
a  businessman's  budget — and  prepare  for  the  super- 
intendency's  benefit  an  assignment  of  classrooms 
appropriate  in  size  for  the  several  classes. 

No  announcement  of  advancements  should  be 
made  in  the  worship  service,  Jan.  6.  This  would 
detract  from  the  quiet  reverence  and  take  the  wor- 
shipers' thoughts  away  from  the  purpose  of  the  serv- 
ice. At  the  close  of  the  worship  service  (or  at  the 
beginning,  in  those  schools  which  begin  with  class- 
work)  the  Sunday  School  members  go  directly  to 
the  same  classes  and  classrooms  that  they  have  been 
attending  during  1962. 

Ordinarily  the  classes  will  remain  in  the  same 
rooms  and  will  have  the  same  teachers  as  those  of 
1962.  When  this  happens,  each  teacher  introduces 
the  new  subject  for  the  year;  and  the  new  work 
begins  without  disturbance. 

When  there  is  a  change  of  rooms,  it  is  advisable 
to  take  the  new  class  to  a  room  that  has  already 
been  vacated.    So  unless  a  classroom  size  discrepancy 


Superintendents 


requires  a  different  plan,  the  older  students  should 
be  moved  first. 

In  the  Junior  Sunday  School,  the  children  who 
were  four  years  old  by  Jan.  1,  1963,  are  placed  in 
Course  la  (Beginnings  of  Religious  Praise).  Those 
who  are  still  three  years  old  on  this  date  remain  in 
Course  1  (A  Gospel  of  Love)  for  the  whole  year,  to 
be  joined  from  time  to  time  during  the  year  by  new 
pupils  commencing  Sunday  School. 

Course  la  is  the  only  class  in  which  the  individual 
ages  of  the  members  are  important  on  this  day. 
Individual  ages  should  be  disregarded  in  all  other 
advancements,  and  only  entire  classes  should  be  ad- 
vanced. Individual  adjustments  should  not  be  made 
on  this  day;  changing  an  individual  on  this  day  out- 
side of  the  normal  advancement  of  his  class  invites 
others  to  adjust  themselves.  If  individuals  are  in 
the  wrong  class  socially,  corrections  can  be  made 
later  in  the  month. 

The  advancement  schedule  is  outlined  on  the 
opposite  page. 

In  the  Senior  Sunday  School,  Course  27  (Gospel 
Doctrine)  has  a  new  manual,  Gospel  Living  in  the 
Home.  It  is  written  in  connection  with  the  teachings 
of  the  1963  Sunday  School  convention,  to  aid  par- 
ents and  other  adults  in  the  home  in  carrying  out 
the  objectives  of  the  Sunday  School  lessons. 

The  Genealogy  class,  Course  21,  has  a  new  man- 
ual, a  one-year  introductory  work  in  research.  It  is 
written  for  beginning  genealogists,  not  experienced 


The  Deseret  Sunday  School   Union 


George  R.  Hill,  General  Superintendent 
David  Lawrence  McKay,  First  Assistant  General  Superintendent;  Lynn  S.  Richards,  Second  Assistant  General  Superintendent; 
Wallace  F.  Bennett,  General  Treasurer;  Paul  B.  Tanner,  Assistant  General  Treasurer;  Richard  E.  Folland,  General  Secretary 

MEMBERS  OF  THE  DESERET  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  UNION  BOARD 


George  R.  Hill 
David  L.  McKay 
Lynn  S.  Richards 
Wallace  F.  Bennett 
Richard  E.  Folland 
Lucy  G.  Sperry 
Marie  F.  Felt 
Gerrit  de  Jong,  Jr. 
Earl  J.  Glade 
A.  William  Lund 
Kenneth  S.  Bennion 
J.  Holman  Waters 
H.  Aldous  Dixon 
Lei  and  H.  Monson 
Alexander  Schreiner 
Lorna  C.  Alder 
A.  Parley  Bates 
William  P.  Miller 


Ralph  B.  Keeler 
Vernon  J.  LeeMaster 
Claribel  W.  Aldous 
Eva  May  Green 
Melba  Glade 
Addie  L.  Swapp 
W.  Lowell  Castleton 
Henry  Eyring 
Carl  J.  Christensen 
Hazel  F.  Young 
Florence  S.  Allen 
Beth  Hooper 
Asahel  D.  Woodruff 
Frank  S.  Wise 
Clair  W.  Johnson 
Delmar  H.  Dickson 
Clarence  Tyndall 
Wallace  G.  Bennett 


Addie  J.  Gilmore 
Camille  W.  Halliday 
Margaret  Hopkinson 
Mima  Rasband 
Edith  M.  Nash 
Marion  G.  Merkley 
Minnie  E.  Anderson 
Henry  L.  Isaksen 
Alva  H.  Parry 
Bernard  S.  Walker 
Paul  B.  Tanner 
Catherine  Bowles 
Raymond  B.  Holbrook 
Joseph  Fielding  Smith,  Jr. 
Lorin  F.  Wheelwright 
Fred  W.  Schwendiman 
Lewis  J.  Wallace 
Daniel  A.  Keeler 


Clarence  E.  Wonnacott 
Lucy  Picco 
Arthur  D.  Browne 
J.  Roman  Andrus 
Ralph  D.  Thomson 
Howard  S.  Bennion 
Herald  L.  Carlston 
O.  Preston  Robinson 
Keith  R,  Oakes 
Robert  F.  Gwilliam 
Dale  H.  West 
Bertrand  F.  Harrison 
Willis  S.  Peterson 
Greldon  L.  Nelson 
Thomas  J.  Parmley 
Jane  L.  Hopkinson 
Oliver  R.  Smith 
Anthony  I.  Bentley 


Mary  W.  Jensen 
John  S.  Boyden 
Golden  L.  Berrett 
Marshall  T.  Burton 
Edith  B.  Bauer 
Elmer  J.  Hartvigsen 
Donna  D.  Sorensen 
Calvin  C  Cook 
A.  Hamer  Reiser 
Edgar  B.  Brossard 
Robert  M.  Cundick 
Clarence  L.  Madsen 
J.  Elliot  Cameron 
Bertrand  A.  Childs 
G.  Robert  Ruff 
John  R.  Halliday 
James  R.  Tolman 


Richard  L.  Evans,  Howard  W.  Hunter,  Advisers  to  the  General  Board. 


382 


THE     INSTRUCTOR 


researchers;  and  these  latter  should  not  be  in  the 
class. 

One  ward  cleverly  eliminated  these  experienced 
researchers  by  holding  a  formal  graduation  ceremony 
and  graduating  them  all  out  of  the  class. 

Scripture  Lessons  in  Leadership,  Course  9,  is  a 
reworking  of  Leaders  of  the  Scriptures,  with  lesson 
applications  in  line  with  the  19  63 -convention  theme. 


The  Teacher  Training  manual  for  Course  23, 
Teaching  the  Gospel,  has  a  new  guide. 

This  year  the  Sunday  School  manuals  will  be 
nearer  than  ever  to  the  ideal  of  being  instruments 
in  the  hands  of  able  teachers  to  affect  the  lives  of 
the  class  members  for  the  better. 

— Superintendent  David  Lawrence  McKay. 


Advancement  Schedule,  January  6,  1963 


1962 

COURSE 

NUMBER 

1962  SUBJECT 

1.    A  Gospel  of  Love1  

1.    A  Gospel  of  Love 


2.    Growing  in  the  Gospel,  Part  I 
4    Living  Our  Religion,  Part  I  — 


6.  What  It  Means  to  Be  a  Latter-day  Saint  > 

8.  Old  Testament  Stories  ^ 

10.  The  Life  of  Christ  > 

12.  The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  in  Ancient  Times  — >> 

14.  The  Message  of  The  Master  ^ 

18.  Christ's  Ideals  for  Living  >■ 


1963 

COURSE 

NUMBER 

1963  SUBJECT 

1.  A  Gospel  of  Love1 

la.  Beginnings  of  Religious  Praise2 

3.  Growing  in  the  Gospel,  Part  II 

5.  Living  Our  Religion,  Part  II 

7.  History  of  the  Church  for  Children 

9.  Scripture  Lessons  in  Leadership 

11.  History  of  the  Restored  Church 

13.  Principles  of  the  Restored  Church  at  Work 

15.  Life  in  Ancient  America 

19.  The  Articles  of  Faith 


NOTE:  Except  from  Course  1,  group  promo- 
tions out  of  the  class  should  not  be  made.  The 
entire  class  is  given  the  new  course  subject  as 
indicated  by  the  arrow.  Teachers  and  class- 
rooms may  be  changed. 


Children  nearly  three  and  three  years  old. 

includes  from  Course  1  only  those  children  who  will  be  four  years 
old  by  Jan.  1,  1963. 


Elective  Courses  for  Adults   in    1963 

21.  Genealogical  Research — A  Practical  Mission  > 

22.  Teaching  the  Gospel  (Teacher  Training — 
Restricted) 

24.    Parent  and  Child  (Family  Relations) 

27.  Gospel  Living  in  the  Home  (Gospel  Doctrine 
class) 

29.  A  Marvelous  Work  and  a  Wonder  (Gospel  Es- 
sentials) See  The  1961  Sunday  School  Hand- 
book for  membership. 
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Answers  to  Your  Questions 


How  Are  Double-session  Worship   Services  Conducted? 

Q.  Is  there  a  plan  outlined  for  conducting  dou- 
ble-session Worship  Services? 

— Shreveport  Stake. 

A.  Yes,  for  Senior  Worship  Service  Plans  B,  F, 
and  G,  (See  The  1961  Sunday  School  Handbook, 
pages  26,  29,  30)  are  recommended.  F  is  for  Fast 
Day,  G  is  for  Fast  Day  where  Sunday  School  is  im- 
mediately followed  by  Fast  Meeting. 

Who   Welcomes  the   Congregation? 

Q.  Does  the  conducting  officer  or  the  bishop  wel- 
come the  members  to  the  Sunday  School  Worship 
Service? 

— Regional  Conference. 

Memorized   Recitations 


A.  The  bishopric  is  in  charge  of  the  Sunday 
School.  It  delegates  such  of  its  responsibilities  as  it 
desires  to  the  superintendency.  The  August,  1962 
issue  of  the  "Messenger,"  distributed  by  the  Presid- 
ing Bishopric,  recommends: 

It  is  suggested  the  bishops  use  the  administrative 
machinery  of  the  Church.  Auxiliary  superintenden- 
ces .  .  .  should  act  as  the  responsible  officers  of  the 
the  auxiliary.  Let  the  duly  called  and  constituted 
officers  be  responsible  to  operate  their  respective 
organizations. 

Most  bishoprics  choose  strong  superintendents 
and  delegate  to  the  superintendents  most  of  the 
functions  of  the  Sunday  School.  (See  The  1961  Sun- 
day School  Handbook,  page  17.) 

— Superintendent  Lynn  S.  Richards. 


for  January  6, 1963 

To  be  memorized  by  students  in 
Courses  11  and  19  during  Novem- 
ber and  December,  and  recited  in 
the  worship  service  January  6 
(taken  from  A  Uniform  System  for 
Teaching  Investigators) : 

Course  11: 

(This  scripture  applies  to  the 
Book  of  Mormon.) 

"I  am  the  good  shepherd,  and 
know  my  sheep,  and  am  known  of 
mine.  As  the  Father  knoweth  me, 
even  so  know  I  the  Father:  and  I 
lay  down  my  life  for  the  sheep. 
And  other  sheep  I  have,  which  are 
not  of  this  fold:  them  also  I  must 
bring,  and  they  shall  hear  my  voice; 


COMING   EVENTS 

Dec.  23,  1962 
Christmas  Worship  Service 

Jan.  6, 1963 

Pupil 

Advancement; 

New  Courses  Begin 

Jan.  13, 1963 
"100-per-cent"  Sunday 


and  there  shall  be  one  fold,  and 
one  shepherd."     — John  10:14-16. 

Course  19: 

(This  scripture  applies  to  bap- 
tism for  the  dead. ) 


"Else  what  shall  they  do  which 

are  baptized  for  the  dead,  if  the 

dead  rise  not  at  all?  why  are  they 

then  baptized  for  the  dead?" 

— /  Corinthians  15:29. 


1963  Schedule  for  Memorized   Recitations 


Jan.  6 
Feb.  3 


COURSE  TOPIC 

11  Book   of   Mormon 

19  Baptism  for  the  Dead 

9  Baptism 

15  Restoration 


REFERENCE 

John  10:14-16. 

/  Corinthians  15:29. 

John  3: 5. 

Amos  3:7. 


Mar.  3 

7 

Faith 

Hebrews  11:1,  6. 

13 

Resurrection 

Luke  24:36-39. 

Mar.  31 

11 

Book   of   Mormon 

Moroni  10:4,  5. 

19 

Baptism  for  the  Dead 

I  Corinthians  15:40-42. 

May  5 

9 

Baptism 

Mark  1:4. 

15 

Restoration 

Revelation  14:6,  7. 

June  2 

7 

Faith 

Matthew  21:21,  22. 

13 

Resurrection 

Alma  40:23. 

July  7 

11 

Book   of   Mormon 

Ezekiel  37: 15-17. 

19 

Baptism  for  the  Dead 

Malachi  4:5,  6. 

Aug.  4 

9 

Baptism 

John  3:23. 

15 

Restoration 

Acts  3: 19-21. 

Sept.   1 

7 

Faith 

Mark  16: 15,  16. 

13 

Resurrection 

Matthew  27:52,  53. 

Sept.  29 

11 

Book   of   Mormon 

Isaiah  29:11,  12. 

19 

Baptism  for  the  Dead 

Doctrine  &  Covenants  128: 15. 

Nov.  3 

9 

Baptism 

Matthew  3:13-17. 

15 

Restoration 

Ephesians  1: 10. 

Dec.   1 

7 

Faith 

James  2:19,  20. 

13 

Resurrection 

Revelation  20: 12,  13. 
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THE  PRESIDING  COUNCIL  IN  THE  KINGDOM  OF  HEAVEN 


by  B.  West  Belnap* 

"We  believe  in  God,  the  Eternal  Father,  and  in 
His  son,  Jesus  Christ,  and  in  the  Holy  Ghost."1  With 
these  words  members  of  The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 
of  Latter-day  Saints  affirm  their  belief  in  the  Trinity 
of  the  Godhead. 

A  proper  understanding  of  the  Trinity  is  essen- 
tial for  salvation.    The  Gospel  states: 

And  this  is  life  eternal,  that  they  might  know  thee 
the  only  true  God,  and  Jesus  Christ,  whom  thou 
hast  sent.2 

Many  places  in  the  scriptures  indicate  that  the 
Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost  are  three  distinct  and 
separate  members  of  the  Godhead.  The  account  of 
the  Saviour's  baptism  is  an  illustration.  The  Saviour 
is  in  the  water,  the  Father  speaks  from  heaven,  and 
the  Holy  Ghost  descends  from  heaven.3  At  the 
Mount  of  Transfiguration  while  Jesus  is  with  Peter, 
James,  and  John,  the  Father's  voice  speaks  from 
heaven.4 

Jesus  recognized  the  separateness  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Godhead  when  He  stated  that  the  Father 
is  greater  than  the  Son.3  Jesus  promised  that  the 
Holy  Ghost  would  visit  the  disciples  and  therein 
recognized  the  Holy  Ghost  as  a  separate  member 
of  the  Godhead.6  The  resurrected  Lord  told  Mary 
that  He  was  going  to  the  Father  again,  verifying 
distinct  personalities  in  the  Godhead.7 

The  scriptures  state  that  the  sin  against  the 
Holy  Ghost  is  different  from  the  sin  against  the  Son.8 
Therefore,  we  conclude  that  the  Son  and  the  Holy 
Ghost  are  separate,  distinct  members  of  the  God- 
head. The  Biblical  scriptures  dealing  with  the  sep- 
arateness of  the  Trinity  were  confirmed  when  Joseph 
Smith,  Jun.,  was  priviliged  to  see  in  vision  the  Father 
and  the  Son.9  An  additional  latter-day  vision  teaches 
that  the  Father  and  the  Son  are  distinct  and  separ- 
ate personalities.10  A  good  explanation  pertaining 
to  the  separateness  of  the  members  of  the  Trinity  is 
found  in  the  Doctrine  and  Covenants.11 


(For  Course  3,  lesson  of  January  6,  "Presiding  Council  in  the 
Kingdom  of  Heaven";  for  Course  19,  lesson  of  February  17,  "The 
Godhead";  for  Course  27,  lesson  of  February  24,  "Jesus  Christ — The 
Father's  Executive.") 

*B.  West  Belnap  is  dean  of  the  College  of  Religious  Instruction, 
Brigham  Young  University.  He  is  currently  serving  in  the  Coordinat- 
ing Council  of  the  Church  as  secretary  of  the  Children's  Committee 
and  has  served  as  a  bishop,  stake  president,  and  high  councilman.  He 
holds  the  following  degrees:  B.S.,  BYU,  1946;  M.A.,  Columbia  Univer- 
sity, 1950;  Ed.D.,  Columbia  University,  1951.  He  is  married  to  the 
former  Darlene  Howard  and  they  have  six  children. 

1Articles  of  Faith  of  The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints,  No.  1. 

a  John  17:3. 

sSee  Matthew  3:16,  17. 

4See  Matthew  17:5. 

nSee  John  14:28. 

cSee  John  16:13,  14. 

'See  John  20:17,  18. 

sSee  Matthew  12:31,  32. 

"Joseph  Smith  2:15-19. 

10See  Doctrine  and  Covenants  76:22,  23. 

uSee  Doctrine  and  Covenants  130:22. 


As  we  think  of  the  separateness  of  members  of 
the  Trinity,  we  should  also  remind  ourselves  of  their 
unity  and  oneness  of  purpose.  In  the  great  interces- 
sory prayer,  Jesus  prayed  that  all  true  believers 
might  be  one  as  He  and  the  Father  are  one.12  This 
doctrine  of  unity  is  portrayed  in  the  Book  of  Mor- 
mon where  the  term  "Father  and  Son"  is  applied 
to  Jesus  and  where  the  power  of  the  Father  and 
Son  being  in  one  another  is  reiterated.13 

This  unity  of  purpose  and  identification  of  one- 
ness is  illustrated  when  Philip  (who  understood  the 
separateness  of  the  Trinity)  asked  Jesus  to  reveal 
the  Father.  Jesus  replied,  ".  .  .  He  that  hath  seen 
me  hath  seen  the  father  ..'.,"  thus  reminding  Philip 
of  the  Godhead's  oneness  and  unity.14  This  concept 
of  unity  was  taught  earlier  by  Jesus  when  He  stated 
that  the  Father  had  given  Him  authority,  that  all 
men  should  honor  the  Son  as  they  honor  the  Father.15 

Elohim  the  Father;  Jehovah  the  Son,  Jesus 
Christ;  and  the  Holy  Ghost  preside  in  the  kingdom 
of  heaven.  The  Father  and  the  Son  have  exalted 
bodies  of  flesh  and  bone,  and  the  Holy  Ghost  is  a 
Personage  of  spirit.  Their  purpose  is  to  allow  men 
the  opportunity  to  be  saved  and  exalted  in  the  Celes- 
tial Kingdom. 

As  presiding  officers  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven, 
each  carries  out  ultimate  responsibilities.  Elohim 
is  the  creator,  the  master  architect,  the  Father  of  all 
spirits;  He  desires  His  spirit  children  to  exercise  their 
free  agency  and  to  progress  step  by  step  toward  im- 
mortality and  eternal  life.16  Elohim  is  the  father  of 
our  spirits.  We  pray,  "Our  Father  which  art  in 
heaven  .  .  ."17  Elohim  is  the  eternal  God  that  com- 
prehends all  and  is  in  all  things.18 

Jehovah,  Jesus  Christ,  was  the  Firstborn  and 
the  only  begotten  Son  of  God.19  Jesus  carried  out 
the  will  of  the  Father  which  would  allow  men  their 
free  agency.  He  redeems  men  from  the  fall  and  He 
gives  the  glory  and  the  honor  to  the  Father.20  Jesus 
is  the  Advocate,  the  Saviour,  the  Redeemer,  and  the 
Atoner  for  mankind.  He  is  the  one  who  offered  His 
life  as  the  sacrifice  to  meet  the  demands  of  justice 
and  extend  mercy  to  Elohim's  children  in  mortality  if 
they  would  repent.21  Jesus  brought  the  Gospel  to 
save  mankind  if  mankind  would  hearken  to  it.  How 
beautifully  He  stated  it  as  recorded  in  3  Nephi: 

(Concluded  on  page  388.) 


^See  John  17:20-23. 

13See  Mosiah  15:1-5. 

"See  John  14:8,  9. 

15See  John  5:22,  23. 

"See  2  Nephi  2:22-29. 

^Matthew  6:9. 

^Doctrine  and  Covenants  88:41. 

10Doctrine  and  Covenants  93:11,  21;  76:54. 

B0See  Moses  4:1-4;  Abraham  3:22-28. 

"See  Alma  42. 


NOVEMBER    1962 


385 


**l 


Should  you  feel 
inclined  to  censure" 

Senior  Sunday  School  Hymn  for  the  Month  of  January 


"Should  You  Feel  Inclined  to  Censure";  author 
unknown;  composer,  Philip  Paul  Bliss;  Hymns  — 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints,  No.  159. 

This  is  a  simple,  homey  hymn,  one  that  is  worthy 
of  a  place  in  every  person's  memory. 

By  the  way,  how  good  is  your  memory?  Are  you 
interested  in  improving  it?  The  only  sure  way  to 
improve  one's  memory  is  to  use  it,  to  practice  it,  to 
give  it  something  to  do.  "That  which  you  persist  in 
doing  becames  easy." 

Let  us  suggest  that  you  write  out  the  words  to 
this  valuable  hymn,  put  them  in  your  pocket,  and 
delight  yourself  with  the  pleasure  of  memorizing 
these  two  stanzas  of  precious  advice  on  living. 

The  mind  is  not  like  a  quart  cup  which  fills  and 
overflows  when  too  much  is  poured  into  it.  On  the 
contrary,  the  more  that  is  poured  into  your  memory, 
the  more  it  will  hold;  and  the  richer  and  wiser  your 
mind  and  your  thinking.  There  appears  to  be  no 
limit  to  what  your  mind  can  hold,  so  fill  it  with 
riches  which  no  one  can  ever  take  away. 

The  author  of  these  words,  this  hymn,  is  not 
known.  But,  no  matter,  the  message  is  a  valuable  one. 
The  author  must  have  been  very  much  like  Benjamin 
Franklin,  who  was  often  devising  ways  and  means 
of  improving  the  qualities  of  his  life.  As  a  result, 
Franklin  lived  to  enjoy  immense  popularity,  wealth, 
and  influence.  "He  that  pleases  where  he  goes,  may 
go  where  he  pleases." 

Benjamin  Franklin  was  intensely  interested  in 
finding  out  the  principles  involved  in  getting  along 
pleasantly  with  one's  fellow  men.  What  he  wrote 
on  this  subject  is  very  similar  to  the  message  of  this 
hymn. 

Franklin  was  also  interested  in  electricity.  Curi- 
ously, today  enormous  strides  have  been  made  in 
electricity,  but  only  a  very  little  progress  in  the  more 
valuable  art  of  getting  along  with  the  people.     It  is 


true  that  dueling  is  not  indulged  in  on  slight  provo- 
cation, as  was  done  in  Franklin's  time.  But  the 
words  of  this  hymn  are  still  applicable  today. 

Whereas  early  electricity  dealt  in  terms  of  a  dozen 
volts  of  electricity,  today  you  have  under  your  con- 
trol 240  volts  right  in  your  homes,  24,000  volts  and 
more  on  the  power  lines,  and  billions  of  electron  volts 
in  the  laboratories.  The  volts  have  increased  a  billion- 
fold;  kindness  has  perhaps  shown  only  slight  im- 
provement. 

Should  you  then  feel  inclined  to  censure  your 
neighbor,  ask  your  own  heart  if  it  has  not  failings  too. 

For  Choristers  and  Organists 

Since  the  music  for  this  hymn  lies  in  rather  sus- 
tained high  pitches,  we  offer  you  herewith  a  copy  of 
the  music  transposed  one  whole  tone  lower.  We 
strongly  recommend  this  lower  version  when  our 
people  sing  this  hymn.  Suggested  fingerings  for  the 
right  hand  are  also  given.  Practice  this,  measure 
by  measure,  to  help  you  acquire  good  fingering  hab- 
its.   The  left  hand,  being  very  easy,  is  not  fingered. 

You  may  be  interested  in  knowing  that  proficient- 
ly trained  organists  always  feel  free  to  transpose 
hymn  music  either  up  or  down,  according  to  particu- 
lar needs.  For  congregational  singing,  your  organ- 
ists at  the  Salt  Lake  Tabernacle  usually  drop  the 
pitch,  and  for  choir  singing  the  pitch  is  about  as 
often  raised  a  note  or  two.  There  is  no  one  perfect 
pitch  suitable  for  all  occasions.  But  organists  who 
can  transpose  with  ease  and  certainty  can  be  of  great 
help  in  making  singers  comfortable.  For  those 
organists  who  are  not  schooled  in  the  skill  of  trans- 
posing, we  offer  this  printed  transposition,  with  the 
hope  that  they  will  preserve  and  use  it  to  make  their 
services  at  the  organ  more  valuable  and  pleasing. 

The  hymn  for  February  will  be  "Come,  Follow 
Me,"  Hymns,  No.  14. 

— Alexander  Schreiner. 


Junior  Sunday  School  Hymn  for  the  Month  of  January 


"Count  Your  Blessings";  author,  entertainment.     It  is  their  respon- 

J.   Oatman,   Jr.;  composer,  E.   O.  sibility  to  teach  the  Gospel  prin- 

Excell;  The  Children  Sing,  No.  51.  ciples  that  are  in  the  hymns.    This 

It  is  the  responsibility  of  Junior  teaching  should  be  done  so  effec- 

Sunday   School    choristers    to    do  tively  that  children  will  want  to 

more  than  have  children  sing  for  live  what  they  are  taught. 


The  message  in  the  hymn  for 
this  month  is  found  in  the  key 
phrase,  "count  your  blessings." 
Children  need  to  be  taught  that 
like  adults,  they  too  receive  bless- 
ings.   If  they  are  not  made  aware 
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of  this,  they  will  grow  up  taking 
these  blessings  for  granted  and 
thus  fail  to  appreciate  them.  At 
the  same  time  they  will  also  neg- 
lect to  express  their  gratitude  to 
their  Father  in  heaven  from  whom 
all  blessings  come. 

To  the  Chorister: 

It  will  be  well  to  teach  both  the 


first  stanza  and  the  refrain  to  the 
older  children  in  the  group.  Young 
children  should  be  able  to  learn  at 
least  part  of  the  chorus.  That  part 
may  be  just  the  key  phrase, 
"count  your  blessings."  The  repe- 
tition of  these  words  throughout 
the  refrain  will  catch  their  interest 
and  be  remembered. 
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It  may  be  helpful  to  approach 
this  hymn  by  asking  the  children 
what  they  think  some  of  their 
blessings  are.  After  you  have  re- 
ceived several  answers  from  chil- 
dren of  varying  ages  it  would  be 
well  to  teach  them  that  we  receive 
blessings  when  we  do  what  is  right 
and  that  they  come  to  us  from  our 
kind,  wise,  Heavenly  Father. 

To  follow  up  the  message  in  this 
hymn,  encourage  the  children  to 
notice  how  many  blessings  they 
receive  during  the  coming  week. 
This  assignment  may  be  discussed 
briefly  the  following  Sunday. 

The  use  of  the  interval  beat  pat- 
tern will  make  this  easier  to  teach. 
So  the  children  will  become  fam- 
iliar with  the  conventional  beat 
pattern,  you  may  use  that  pattern 
after  the  children  know  the  song. 
However  when  the  voice  stops 
singing,  but  the  accompaniment 
continues,  then  it  may  be  more 
helpful  to  use  the  interval  beat 
once  more. 
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To  the  Organist: 

It  is  very  important  that  you 
take  time  to  plan  and  practice  with 
the  chorister.  If  this  is  done,  both 
of  you  will  have  the  same  interpre- 
tation of  the  music.  It  will  also 
make  it  easier  for  you  to  set  the 
correct  tempo  as  you  play  the  in- 
troduction to  the  hymns. 

To  be  an  effective  accompanist, 
you  should  study  the  music  and 
become  so  familiar  with  it  that 
you  are  able  to  watch  and  follow 
the  chorister's  directing  beat  all 
through  the  worship  service.  Of 
course  this  will  mean  that  the 
chorister  must  stand  so  that  you 
are  able  to  see  her  at  all  times.     * 

— Edith  Nash. 


*  Sister  Edith  Maie  Nash  is  a  member  of  the 
General  Board  of  the  Deseret  Sunday  School 
Union.  She  has  a  long  record  of  music  service 
in  the  organizations  of  the  Church,  having 
served  many  times  as  organist,  pianist,  and 
chorister.  She  graduated  with  an  A.B.  degree 
from  Brigham  Young  University  and  has  stud- 
ied further  at  the  University  of  Utah  and 
University  of  Wisconsin.  Sister  Nash  now 
teaches  first  grade  at  the  Lafayette  Elementary 
School  in  Salt  Lake   City. 
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January  Sacrament  Gems 


Organ  Music  to  Accompany  January  Sacrament  Gems 


For  Senior  Sunday  School 

"And  ye  shall  know  the  truth, 
and  the  truth  shall  make  you 
free."1 

For  Junior  Sunday  School 

Jesus  said: 

".  .  .  Thou  shalt  love  thy  neigh- 
bor as  thyself  . .  ."2 


'John  8:32. 
mark  12:31. 
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Darwin  K.  Wolford 
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THE   PRESIDING   COUNCIL   IN   THE   KINGDOM   OF   HEAVEN  (Concluded  from  page  385.) 


Behold  I  have  given  unto  you  my  gospel,  and  this 
is  the  gospel  which  I  have  given  unto  you — that  I 
came  into  the  world  to  do  the  will  of  my  Father,  be- 
cause my  Father  sent  me. 

And  my  Father  sent  me  that  I  might  be  lifted 
up  upon  the  cross;  and  after  that  I  had  been  lifted  up 
upon  the  cross,  that  I  might  draw  all  men  unto  me, 
that  as  I  have  been  lifted  up  by  men  even  so  should 
men  be  lifted  up  by  the  Father,  to  stand  before  me, 
to  be  judged  of  their  works,  whether  they  be  good  or 
whether  they  be  evil — 

And  for  this  cause  have  I  been  lifted  up;  there- 
fore, according  to  the  power  of  the  Father  I  will  draw 
all  men  unto  me,  that  they  may  be  judged  according 
to  their  works. 

And  it  shall  come  to  pass,  that  whoso  repenteth 
and  is  baptized  in  my  name  shall  be  filled;  and  if  he 
endureth  to  the  end,  behold,  him  will  I  hold  guilt- 
less before  my  Father  at  that  day  when  I  shall  stand 
to  judge  the  world. . . 

Now  this  is  the  commandment:  Repent,  all  ye 
ends  of  the  earth,  and  come  unto  me  and  be  baptized 
in  my  name,  that  ye  may  be  sanctified  by  the  re- 
ception of  the  Holy  Ghost,  that  ye  may  stand  spot- 
less before  me  at  the  last  day.22 

Thus  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  is  the  will  of  the 
Father  as  revealed  by  Jesus  the  Christ.  Therefore, 
the  revelations  come  from  Jesus  to  man  by  the 
agency  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

The  function  of  the  Holy  Ghost  is  to  be  a  rev- 
elator.    ".  . .  No  man  can  say  that  Jesus  is  the  Lord, 
but  by  the  Holy  Ghost."23    The  Gospel  must  be  corn- 
ea Nephi  27:13-16,  20. 
23See  I  Corinthians  12:3. 


municated  to  man  by  revelation,  which  is  the  only 
way  that  man  can  know  about  God's  purposes.  Paul 
indicates  that  is  the  way  he  was  taught  the  Gospel.24 
Paul  further  states  that  no  man  can  know  the  things 
of  God  but  by  the  Spirit  of  God.25  Jesus  taught  us 
that  His  Church  must  be  directed  by  revelation.26 
The  Church  will  bear  His  name  and  be  His  Church 
if  directed  by  divine  revelation  and  founded  upon 
His  Gospel.27 

We  learn  from  the  revealed  word  that  the  Father, 
Son,  and  Holy  Ghost  are  separate  members  of  the 
Trinity.  They  are,  however,  one  (united  in  pur- 
pose, thought  and  desire).  They  carry  out  the 
purposes  of  creation  and  bring  about  the  work  of 
immortality  and  eternal  life  as  they  preside  in  the 
kingdom  of  heaven.  Our  relationship  to  them  is  best 
understood  by  reading  the  revealed  word,  listening 
to  the  living  prophets,  hearkening  unto  the  Holy 
Spirit,  and  permitting  the  Gospel  to  be  effective  in 
our  lives.  We  can  partake  of  the  power  of  the  God- 
head and  become  sons  and  daughters  in  the  Gospel 
of  Jesus  Christ  through  righteous  living.28  Indeed 
we  read:  "For  behold,  this  is  my  work  and  my  glory 
— to  bring  to  pass  the  immortality  and  eternal  life 
of  man."29 


24See  Galatians  1:11,  12. 

25See  I  Corinthians  2:9-11. 

2flSee  Matthew  16:13-19. 

«See3  Nephi  27:8-10. 

ssgee  Doctrine  and  Covenants  25:1;  34:3;  35:2. 

^Moses  1:39. 
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JANUARY,   1963,  TEACHER  IMPROVEMENT  LESSON 


WHEN   YOU    USE    NAMES 


Handle  With  Care 


by  Elder  Boyd  K.  Packer 
Assistant  to  the  Council  of  the  Twelve 

How  kind  is  the  teacher  who  will  hold  the  "Rob- 
ert! For  heaven's  sake,  be  still!"  and  will  say  instead, 
with  poised,  mature  control,  "Someone  is  not  coop- 
erating." 

As  a  student  in  my  youth  I  was  unconsciously 
grateful  that  as  "someone"  I  could  anonymously 
creep  back  into  the  spirit  of  the  class  without  great 
embarrassment  and  without  the  music  of  my  own 
name  being  turned  to  discord. 

The  teacher  who  calls  the  name  of  the  offender, 


(For  Course  23,  and  of  general  interest.) 


pointedly  and  directly  and  at  first  offense,  has  fired 
his  heavy  ammunition,  and  may  have  begun  a  major 
encounter  when  only  the  tiniest  of  skirmishes  was  at 
hand: 

"Will  the  class  please  cooperate?"  or  "Someone 
is  not  courteous"  are  indirect  suggestions  to  open 
the  door  for  a  student  and  provide  a  quiet  chance  to 
repent  and  come  back  to  the  fold.  If  the  decorum 
of  students  is  not  corrected,  other  steps  may  later 
be  used.  The  heavy  artillery  may  eventually  be 
called  into  play.  But  if  it  is  reserved  until  the  last, 
then  the  student  can  sense  that  if  called  by  name 
for  correction,  he  is  in  serious  trouble,  indeed. 


•     •     • 


THE  GREAT  STONE  FACE 


In  the  mountains  of  New  England  there  lived  a 
little  boy  named  Ernest.  He  loved  to  sit  at  the  cot- 
tage door  with  his  mother  at  the  close  of  day  and 
watch  the  sun  set  behind  the  western  mountains. 
The  rugged  cliffs  seemed  to  have  been  chiseled  by  the 
Master  Sculptor  into  the  form  of  a  human  face.  So 
natural  were  the  features  that  as  Ernest  gazed  they 
seemed  to  smile  down  upon  him  in  a  kindly  way. 

The  people  who  lived  in  this  mountain  valley  had 
been  told  by  the  Indians  many  years  ago  that  some 
day  a  child  would  be  born  there  who  would  grow 
to  be  a  noble  and  great  man,  and  whose  face  would 
resemble  the  face  on  the  mountain.  Little  Ernest 
wondered  if  he  should  live  to  see  this  man. 

As  the  years  went  on  and  Ernest  grew  to  man- 
hood, the  Great  Stone  Face  became  more  and  more 
a  part  of  his  life.  After  the  day's  work  was  done, 
he  would  look  hopefully  at  the  face,  and  it  never 
failed  to  give  him  encouragement  and  comfort.  •  He 
could  not  do  an  unkind  act  or  think  an  ignoble 
thought  while  the  Great  Stone  Face  was  looking 
down  upon  him. 

Then  it  was  told  in  the  town  that  Gathergold,  a 
merchant  who  had  gone  to  the  city  many  years  before 
and  won  a  fortune,  was  to  return  to  the  place  of  his 
birth.  Many  people  said  he  was  the  man  who  had 
been  foretold  so  long  ago.  But  when  Ernest  looked 
at  his  harsh  scheming  countenance,  from  which  the 


(For  Course  9,  lesson  of  January  13,  "A  Leader  is  Humble.") 
*A  story  by  Nathaniel  Hawthorne,  as  adapted  in  A  Story  to  Tell; 
Deseret  Book  Company,  Salt  Lake  City;  page  3. 


children  shrank  in  fear,  he  sadly  shook  his  head.  This 
was  not  the  man. 

Then  a  great  soldier  who  had  become  known  as 
General  Blood  and  Thunder  for  his  bravery,  returned 
to  the  valley.  Again  the  people  said:  "This  is  he  who 
was  foretold."  But  his  stern  countenance,  bespeak- 
ing a  man  of  iron  will,  lacked  the  understanding  and 
sympathy  of  the  Great  Stone  Face. 

Years  passed.  A  great  statesman,  who  had  lived 
in  the  valley  as  a  boy,  returned  and  was  heralded 
as  "Old  Stony  Phiz."  His  face  was  more  nearly  like 
that  on  the  mountain  than  the  others  had  been,  but 
it  lacked  the  courage  and  frankness  which  shone 
from  the  one  of  stone.  Ernest  began  to  wonder  if 
he  should  live  long  enough  to  see  the  fulfillment  of 
the  old  prediction. 

Ernest  was  an  old  man,  his  hair  silver  with  age. 
His  neighbors  had  grown  to  love  him  and  to  seek 
his  wise  counsel.  Even  people  from  outside  the  val- 
ley heard  of  him  and  came  to  hear  his  words.  One 
day  a  great  poet  visited  him.  As  Ernest  talked  with 
him  he  wondered  if  at  last  this  was  not  the  man  of 
the  Great  Stone  Face.  But  no,  the  face  on  the 
mountain  had  a  depth  of  character  not  shown  by  this 
man. 

The  last  rays  of  the  setting  sun  fell  upon  Ernest's 
calm  face,  lighting  it  with  a  radiance  so  beautiful 
the  poet  stared  in  wonder.  His  features,  so  noble 
and  kindly,  were  surely  the  same  as  those  of  the 
Great  Stone  Face.  Ernest  himself  was  the  long- 
awaited  man. 
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PRAYER    TAUGHT    A     LESSON 

Faith  That  Called 
For  a  Blessing 

by  Donna  S.  Packer* 

Children  often  have  that  simple  faith  that  calls 
for  the  blessings  of  the  Lord.  For  some  reason,  as 
we  grow  older  we  sometimes  grow  more  skeptical. 
Perhaps  it  was  the  faith  of  little  children  that  in- 
spired the  Master  to  say: 

".  .  .  Ye  must  .  .  .  become  as  a  little  child,  or 
ye  can  in  nowise  inherit  the  kingdom  of  God." 
(3  Nephi  11:38.) 


(For  Course  5,  lesson  of  January  6,   "Faith.") 

*  Donna  Smith  Packer,  native  of  Brigham  City,  Utah,  is  married  to 
Elder  Boyd  K.  Packer.  The  Packers,  with  their  nine  children,  live 
in  the  Union  Fifth  Ward,  East  Jordan  Stake.  Sister  Packer  has  held 
positions  in  Primary,  where  she  records  12  years  of  continuous  service, 
and  in  Sunday  School  and  Mutual. 


For  the  past  several  years,  we  have  lived  on  a 
miniature  farm  in  Utah  Valley.  The  youngsters  have 
kept  an  assortment  of  livestock,  two  horses,  a  pony, 
and  a  cow.  The  older  boys  have  been  responsible  for 
milking  the  cow. 

When  spring  came  one  year,  the  youngsters 
looked  forward  to  the  arrival  of  a  new  calf.  One  of 
the  little  boys  was  particularly  concerned  because 
he  was  to  be  the  owner  of  the  new  little  calf.  Near 
the  day  when  the  calf  was  to  arrive  we  discovered 
the  cow  was  sick  and  unable  to  move  about,  and  the 
veterinarian  was  called. 

After  carefully  checking  the  animal  over,  he  said, 
"Your  cow  will  likely  die  tonight.  Evidently  she 
has  swallowed  a  wire,  a  nail,  or  some  other  piece  of 
metal  and  it  has  punctured  her  heart."  We  asked  the 
veterinarian  to  do  what  he  could  to  save  the  cow. 
He  took  measures  to  doctor  her,  but  indicated  that 
it  would  likely  be  futile. 

The  next  day  on  schedule  the  new  little  calf  ar- 
rived. All  efforts  to  get  the  cow  onto  her  feet  met 
with  failure.  A  helpful  neighbor  came  over  to  assist, 
but  to  no  avail.  Finally  the  veterinarian  was  called 
again.  The  cow  was  in  such  a  weakened  condition 
that  the  veterinarian  predicted  she  would  never  be 
on  her  feet  again.  We  asked  him  to  do  what  he  could 
for  the  cow.  He  doctored  her  again,  but  he  thought 
the  efforts  would  be  in  vain. 

Elder  Packer  was  to  leave  early  that  morning  for 
a  stake  conference.  Before  leaving  he  looked  up  the 
number  of  the  animal  by-products  company  and 
posted  it  near  the  telephone  saying,  "You  had  better 
call  these  people  and  have  them  come  and  get  the 
cow." 

The  family  assembled  for  family  prayer,  and  the 
little  boy  who  had  a  special  interest  in  the  new  calf 
was  saying  the  prayer  for  the  family.  He  prayed 
about  all  of  the  usual  things  in  the  usual  way,  ask- 
ing that  his  daddy  would  be  blessed  in  his  travels 
and  return  to  them  in  safety  and  that  all  would  be 
well  with  them  at  home.  Finally,  near  the  close  of 
a  perhaps  routine,  ordinary  prayer,  he  became  most 
serious  and  fervent.  One  might  say  that  he  stopped 
merely  saying  prayers  and  began  really  to  pray. 
"Please  Heavenly  Father,"  he  pleaded,  "bless  our 
bossy  cow  that  she  will  get  to  be  all  right." 

In  his  conference  talk,  Elder  Packer  was  speak- 
ing on  prayer;  and  he  remembered  the  incident.  He 
commented  upon  it  and  said  he  thought  it  was  all 
right  to  have  his  little  boy  pray  like  that,  that  some- 
times we  learn  that  we  do  not  get  everything  we  pray 
for  just  by  saying  the  words.  "There  will  be  a  les- 
son learned  through  this  experience,"  he  said.  And 
so  there  was,  for  when  he  arrived  home,  Bossy  Cow 
was  on  her  feet  taking  care  of  her  calf;  and  in  answer 
to  the  little  boy's  prayer,  she  was  "all  right." 
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FAITH  FOR  A  CENTURY 


by  Harold  H.  Jenson  and  Annie  G.  Barton* 


True  faith  gained  in  childhood  can  warm  one's 
soul  for  a  lifetime.     Consider  this  striking  example. 

This  was  Mary  Field  Garner,  who  had  been  the 
oldest  living  resident  in  Utah.  She  had  died  at  the 
remarkable  age  of  107;  and  before  her  death,  she  was 
the  last  living  person  to  see  the  Prophet  Joseph 
Smith.  She  had  remained  alive  99  years  after  his 
martyrdom. 

It  has  been  said  that  Sister  Garner  was  one 
in  200,000  persons  who  live  to  be  107  years  of  age. 
Here  are  some  of  the  events  that  occurred  during  her 
lifetime:  She  was  born  when  Andrew  Jackson  was 
president  of  the  United  States;  Van  Buren  was  presi- 
dent when  she  landed  in  America  at  the  age  of  five; 
that  same  year,  the  Alamo  fell;  when  she  was  eight, 
she  saw  the  bodies  of  Joseph  and  Hyrum  Smith  on 
their  return  to  Nauvoo  for  burial;  Fort  Sumter  was 
fired  upon  when  she  was  25;  and  she  lived  through 
the  terms  of  26  presidential  administrations. 

She  was  born  at  Stanley  Hill,  Herfordshire,  Eng- 
land on  Feb.  1,  1836,  the  daughter  of  William  and 
Mary  Harding  Field.  Her  parents,  active  in  the 
Church  of  the  United  Brethren,  were  among  those 
converts  who  came  into  the  Church  through  the  la- 
bors of  Wilford  Woodruff.  Shortly  thereafter  the 
family  migrated  to  America,  settling  in  Nauvoo  to  be 
with  the  main  body  of  the  Church. 

She  remembered  well,  even  generations  later,  the 
events  and  personalities  of  early  days  in  the  history 
of  the  Restored  Church.  She  sat  in  meetings  where 
the  Prophet  spoke,  listened  to  his  voice,  noted  how 
"kingly  and  noble"  he  appeared.  In  telling  how  she 
and  her  family  regarded  Joseph  Smith,  she  said,  "We 
were  proud  to  call  him  our  leader  at  all  times." 

Mary  Field  as  a  child  saw  and  heard  the  Prophet's 
authority  manifest  in  Brigham  Young  after  the  mar- 
tyrdom, as  did  many  others.  This  is  the  story  in 
her  own  words: 

After  Joseph  Smith's  death  there  was  some  con- 
fusion as  to  who  should  be  our  leader  ...  7  was  pres- 
ent with  my  mother  in  the  bowery  when  the  mantle 
of  Joseph  fell  upon  Brigham  Young  while  he  was 
talking  with  the  people. 

Mother  had  the  baby  on  her  knee,  and  the  child 
was  playing  with  a  tin  cup.  Baby  dropped  it,  attract- 
ing our  attention  to  the  floor.  Mother  stooped  over 
to  pick  it  up  when  we  were  startled  by  hearing  the 
voice  of  the  Prophet  .  .  .  Brother  Brigham  looked 

(For   Course   5,   lesson   of  January   6,    "Faith.") 

*  While  Mary  Field  Garner  (last  living  witness  who  saw  the 
Prophet)  was  still  living,  Old  Folks  Central  Committee  Historian, 
Harold  H.  Jenson,  collaborated  with  Annie  Garner  Barton,  grand- 
daughter of  Sister  Garner,  to  record  the  unique  story  and  testimony 
from  which  this  article  is  condensed. 


and  talked  so  much  like  Joseph  that  for  a  minute 
we  thought  it  was  Joseph.  There  was  no  doubt  from 
that  moment  on.  .  . 

Time  has  marked  almost  20  years  since  the  death 
of  this  witness  of  the  Prophet.  Yet,  and  it  seems 
certain,  her  last  testimony  is  still  alive — alive  in  the 
hearts  of  those  who  knew  her  and  those  who  share 
the  same  witness.  Here,  in  her  own  words,  is  her 
last  recorded  testimony: 

It  is  said  I  am  the  only  living  witness  to  have 
actually  seen  and  known  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith. 
I  want  to  bear  my  testimony  to  the  world  and  espe- 
cially to  every  Latter-day  Saint  to  the  truthfulness 
of  the  Gospel,  as  revealed  through  the  Prophet  Jo- 
seph Smith  —  that  Jesus  Christ  is  the  Saviour  of 
mankind,  that  Joseph  Smith  was  a  true  and  living 
prophet  of  God,  that  he  was  divinely  called  of  God 
to  establish  His  true  Gospel  on  this  earth  in  this  last 
Dispensation,  that  he  was  a  true  and  faithful  leader 
of  the  Saints,  that  the  principles  he  advocated  were 
true  and  correct  beyond  a  doubt,  that  he  lived  the 
Gospel  as  he  taught  it  to  his  people,  that  he  did  seal 
his  testimony  with  his  blood,  that  I  was  in  Nauvoo 
at  the  time  of  the  martyrdom  and  did  see  their  bodies 
[Joseph's  and  Hyrum's]  returned  to  Nauvoo  for  bur- 
ial, that  I  did  view  the  bodies  before  they  were  buried, 
that  Brigham  Young  and  all  other  presidents  of  our 
Church  have  been  true  prophets  of  God  who  were 
divinely  called  to  lead  and  teach  this  people  as  they 
should  be  taught. 

I  am  glad  my  parents  embraced  the  Gospel  in 
England  and  came  to  Zion.  I  am  thankful  that  I  was 
permitted  to  live  in  this  last  Dispensation  when  the 
Gospel  was  restored  to  the  earth  by  the  Prophet  Jo- 
seph Smith  and  of  being  many,  many  times  in  his 
presence.  There  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  of  the 
truthfulness  of  the  Gospel.  It  is  my  desire  to  live  the 
Gospel  to  the  best  of  my  ability  for  the  rest  of  my 
life  that  I  may  be  found  worthy  to  again  associate 
with  my  family  and  the  other  righteous  Saints. 


Elder  LeGrand  Richards  reminisces  with  Mary  Field  Gar- 
ner, the  last  living  person  to  see  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith. 
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Holiness  Becometh  the  House  of  the  Lord 

THE    JUNIOR   SUNDAY   SCHOOL   WORSHIP   SERVICE 


The  questions  a  leader  asks 
about  his  assignment  are  valuable 
indications  of  the  concern  he  feels 
for  his  responsibility  and  a  gauge 
for  the  help  he  needs. 

The  Junior  Sunday  School  Com- 
mittee of  the  General  Board  recent- 
ly reviewed  questions  which  super- 
intendents and  coordinators  were 
asking,  and  found  that  a  goodly 
number  of  inquiries  dealt  with 
time  problems  of  the  worship  serv- 
ice. How  long  should  the  worship 
service  be?  How  many  songs 
should  be  sung?  What  kind  of 
greeting  is  appropriate?  These  are 
samples  of  the  questions  arriving 
at  the  Sunday  School  office. 

As  a  test  of  the  adequacy  of  the 
schedule  found  on  pages  36,  37, 
The  1961  Sunday  School  Hand- 
book, and  a  study  of  current  prac- 
tices in  a  sampling  of  wards,  the 
committee  visited  19  wards  on  a 
given  Sunday  and  made  careful 
tabulations  of  the  timing  of  the 
service.  This  article  reports  to 
Junior  Sunday  School  workers  the 
results  of  this  test. 

The  19  wards  included  one 
chapel  housing  four  wards,  two 
chapels  housing  three  wards,  four 
chapels  housing  two  wards,  and 
one  chapel  housing  one  ward.  Both 
rural  and  urban  wards  were  visited. 
The  number  of  children  enrolled  in 
Junior  Sunday  School  ranged  from 
37  to  215.  The  longest  worship 
service  was  45  minutes,  the  short- 
est 30.  The  average  was  40  minutes. 

Prelude  Music 

The  prelude  music  was  from  2 
to  3  minutes,  and  seemed  most 
effective  when  played  after  the 
Sunday  School  was  called  to  order. 

Announcements 

Eleven  wards  had  a  period  of  an- 
nouncements for  children  —  a  re- 
minder of  Primary,  Sacrament 
meeting,  and  ward  socials.  These 
announcements  ranged  from  30 
seconds  to  1  minute. 


Greetings 

The  greeting  period  usually  con- 
sisted of  a  welcome  to  regular 
members  and  some  additional  rec- 
ognition of  new  children.  The  time 
ranged  from  1  to  3  minutes.  The 
welcome  was  given  by  the  superin- 
tendent currently  assigned  to  the 
Junior  Sunday  School  or  the  co- 
ordinator. Two  of  the  Junior  Sun- 
day Schools  were  welcomed  by  the 
bishopric  member  in  attendance. 

Opening   Song 

The  opening  song  took  a  mini- 
mum of  1  and  a  maximum  of  2  min- 
utes. Eleven  wards  sang  two  songs. 
Children  remained  seated  in  most 
of  the  wards.  The  chorister  usual- 
ly introduced  the  song  with  brief 
conversation.  Two  wards  used 
flannelboard  figures. 

Prayer 

The  prayer  time  ran  from  30 
seconds  to  2  minutes.  A  short 
prayer  verse  or  quotation  and  some 
direction  for  behavior  during  the 
prayer  was  usually  given  by  a  child 
or  the  coordinator.  Three  wards 
sang  two  prayer  songs.  The  prayers 
at  the  various  services  were  given 
by  six  children,  five  bishops,  six 
teachers,  two  superintendents,  and 
one  General  Board  member. 

The  Sacrament 

The  sacrament  service  took  a 
minimum  of  12  and  a  maximum  of 
13  minutes.  Three  bishoprics  gave 
brief  reminders  of  the  purpose  of 
the  sacrament.  Several  wards  re- 
quested children  to  hum  the  sacra- 
ment song  after  singing  it.  The 
sacrament  gem  was  given  by  two 
bishops,  four  superintendents,  one 
teacher,  and  12  children.  Follow- 
ing the  passing  of  the  sacrament, 
the  deacons  of  11  wards  left  the 
Junior  Sunday  School;  the  others 
remained  for  the  complete  open- 
ing worship  service.  In  one  ward 
the  children  hummed  the  sacra- 
ment song  as  the  deacons  left. 


Song   Practice 

The  song  practice  was  a  mini- 
mum of  7  and  a  maximum  of  12 
minutes.  The  coordinator  or  chor- 
ister usually  requested  that  the 
children  stand  for  relaxation  prior 
to  the  song  service. 

Inspirational   Talk 

The  period  for  inspirational 
talks  was  a  5 -minute  maximum 
and  a  2 -minute  minimum.  Both 
presentations  were  given  by  chil- 
dren in  most  wards.  Three  wards 
involved  small  groups  of  children. 
Three  children  used  a  picture  to 
accompany  their  talks,  one  child 
used  the  flannelboard,  and  one 
child  sang  a  song  as  an  elaboration 
of  his  topic.  A  bishop  spoke  on 
the  subject  of  reverence;  a  teacher 
gave  a  historical  story.  The  co- 
ordinator usually  introduced  the 
speakers  and  elaborated  on  topics. 
Conclusion 

In  evaluating  the  survey,  the 
Junior  Sunday  School  Committee 
of  the  General  Board  suggests  that 
the  outlined  program  appears  to  be 
adequate  to  the  worship  service 
time  block.  Where  individual  ward 
schedules  require  a  few  minutes 
longer  it  is  suggested  that  the  pre- 
lude music  be  extended  to  5  min- 
utes and  that  an  additional  sacra- 
ment song  be  sung. 

"Holiness  becometh  the  house  of 
the  Lord,"  sings  the  hymn.  No 
greater  opportunity  to  experience 
holiness  comes  in  the  Sunday 
School  program,  than  the  Spirit 
which  mingles  with  children  as  they 
pray  together,  sing  the  Gospel, 
speak  its  message,  and  partake  of 
the  sacrament.  This  is  the  program 
and  purpose  of  the  worship  service. 
— Eva  May  Green* 

*Sister  Eva  May  Green  is  an  experienced 
and  successful  educator  and  currently  is  the 
elementary  supervisor  for  the  Salt  Lake  City 
Board  of  Education.  She  has  filled  ward  and 
stake  assignments  in  the  Sunday  School  and  in 
the  MIA.  She  holds  B.S.  and  M.S.  degrees  from 
the  University  of  Utah  and  has  taken  addi- 
tional graduate  study  at  the  University  of  Cal- 
ifornia at  Berkeley  and  at  Teachers  College 
of  Columbia  University.  She  serves  the  Sun- 
day School  General  Board  as  chairman  of  the 
Junior  Sunday  School  Committee  and  Junior 
Sunday  School  Coordinator. 
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JOSEPH  Smith,  Sr.,  had  six  brothers,  two  of  whom 
died  before  the  Church  was  organized  and  one  of 
whom  never  joined  the  Church. 

1.  Jesse  Smith 

Jesse,  the  firstborn  in  that  famous  family,  lived 
to  be  85,  but  was  never  favorably  impressed  by  the 
message  of  the  Restoration. 

2.  Asael  Smith 

In  the  spring  of  1835  the  Prophet's  uncle  Asael 
was  baptized  by  Lyman  E.  Johnson.  The  follow- 
ing year  he  went  to  Kirtland,  Ohio,  with  his  aged 
mother  and  other  relatives.  Asael  was  a  devoted 
disciple,  becoming  a  willing  worker  and  a  capable 
leader.  He  was  sustained  as  a  member  of  the  Kirt- 
land High  Council.  In  Missouri  he  manifested  his 
ability  as  an  outstanding  leader.  In  the  autumn  of 
1844,  he  was  ordained  a  patriarch.  He  was  serious- 
ly considered  as  Patriarch  to  the  Church  upon  the 
death  of  Hyrum  Smith,  but  his  failing  health  would 
not  permit  him  to  accept  the  added  responsibility. 

During  the  exodus  from  Missouri,  Asael  Smith 
and  his  family  went  with  other  Saints  to  Lee  County, 
Iowa,  where  a  branch  of  the  Church  was  organized 
in  that  area.  Asael  became  a  member  of  the  high 
council  in  that  region,  serving  in  that  capacity  from 
1839  until  1842.  As  long  as  his  health  would  permit, 
he  served  as  a  farmer  and  a  rail  splitter. 

He  lived  far  enough  from  Nauvoo  that  he  did  not 
fall  in  with  the  first  of  the  exiles  to  leave  Illinois,  but 
tarried  until  the  summer  of  1848  before  his  family 
set  out  for  the  West.  The  journey  had  scarcely 
started  when  Asael  died. 

Through  the  years  the  family  of  Asael  Smith  has 
made  a  wonderful  contribution  to  the  progress  of 
the  Restored  Church. 

3.   Silas  Smith 

The  family  of  Silas  Smith  has  been  equally  prom- 
inent in  the  Church.  Silas  was  six  years  younger 
than  Asael.  He  married  Ruth  Stevens.  To  this 
union  five  sons  and  two  daughters  were  born.  Three 
of  the  sons  died  in  childhood,  and  one  daughter  died 
soon  after  her  marriage.  None  of  the  children  of  this 
union  ever  joined  the  Church. 

In  1826  Silas'  wife  died.  Two  years  later  he 
married  Mary  Aikens,  who  proved  to  be  one  of  the 
most  outstanding  women  to  marry  a  member  of  this 
family.  The  descendants  of  Silas  and  Mary  have 
preserved  a  letter  which  Joseph  Smith,  Jr.,  wrote  to 
his  Uncle  Silas  in  1835,  in  which  the  Prophet  com- 
mented at  length  on  the  need  of  revelation  in  the 
true  Church.     He  closed  his  epistle  with  this: 


Joseph  Smith's 
Uncles 


by  E.  Cecil  McGavin* 


We  would  be  glad  to  see  you  in  Kirtland,  we  would 
be  glad  to  see  you  embrace  the  New  Covenant  and  be 
one  with  us.  We  sometimes  think  you  are  one  with 
us  in  heart. 

Soon  after  receiving  this  epistle,  Silas  was  bap- 
tized by  Hyrum  Smith.  The  following  year,  Silas 
and  his  wife  moved  to  Ohio.  After  a  thorough  in- 
vestigation of  the  Restored  Church,  Mary  was  bap- 
tized in  1837.  Three  sons  were  born  to  Silas  and  Mary 
Smith.  They  were  named  Silas  Sanford,  John  and 
Jesse  Nathaniel.  During  the  hardships  in  Missouri, 
John  died  at  the  age  of  six  years.  The  other  two 
sons  grew  to  maturity  and  performed  a  great  service 
in  the  Church.  The  LDS  descendants  of  Silas  and 
Mary  number  in  the  thousands. 

4.  John  Smith 

Though  next  to  the  last  of  his  father's  sons,  John 
was  certainly  not  the  least  in  the  contributions  he 
and  his  posterity  made  to  the  Church.  John  mar- 
ried Clarissa  Lyman,  who  bore  him  two  sons  and 
one  daughter.  The  moment  John  began  to  read 
the  Book  of  Mormon  he  exclaimed,  "Joseph  writes 
like  a  prophet." 

Though  he  was  among  the  youngest  in  the  fam- 
ily, he  was  the  first  one  besides  his  brother  Joseph 
to  join  the  Church. 

"Uncle  John,"  as  he  was  affectionately  called  by 
many  of  the  Saints,  was  given  many  positions  of 
leadership  in  branches  of  the  Church  in  Ohio,  Mis- 
souri, and  Illinois.  In  1844  he  was  ordained  a  patri- 
arch. In  1849  he  was  ordained  Patriarch  to  the 
Church,  which  position  he  held  until  his  death  in 
1854.  He  gave  5,560  blessings  during  those  five 
years.    He  died  at  73. 

His  great-grandson,  George  Albert  Smith,  was  the 
8th  president  of  the  Church. 


As  Brigham  Young  remarked  about  the  family  of 
Asael  (the  Prophet's  grandfather),  "The  Lord  ...  is 
not  unmindful  of  the  faithful  descendants  of  Asael 
Smith,  the  father  of  patriarchs,  prophets,  and  apos- 
tles." 


(For  Course  19,  lesson  of  Jan.  27,  "The  Prophet  Joseph  Smith.") 


*  Brother  E.  Cecil  McGavin  serves  on  the  Hillside  Stake  High 
Council.  He  received  his  B.S.  degree  from  Brigham  Young  University 
and  his  M.S.  degree  from  the  University  of  Utah;  both  degrees  are  in 
political  science  and  history.  He  has  written  many  articles  and  books 
on  Church  history  topics.  His  fourteenth  book,  Nauvoo  Temple,  is 
now  coming  off  the  press. 
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Titles  and  Dates  of  Sunday  School  Lessons  by  Courses 


1st  Quarter,  1963 


COURSE  OF 
STUDY- 1962 


COURSE   OF 
STUDY 1963 


APPROXIMATE 
AGES-1963 


Date  of  Lesson 
JANUARY  6 


JANUARY   13 


JANUARY  20 


JANUARY  27 


FEBRUARY  3 


FEBRUARY   10 


FEBRUARY   17 


FEBRUARY  24 


MARCH  3 


MARCH   10 


Course  No.   1: 

A  Gospel 

of  Love 


Course  No.   1: 

A  Gospel 

of  Love 


Course  No.   1: 

A  Gospel 

of  Love 


Nursery 
3 


I  Am   in  the- 
Family 

(1) 


Mother   Is  in 

the  Family 

(2) 


Father   Is   in 

the   Family 

(3) 


Course  No.    la: 

Beginnings  of 

Religious  Praise 


Advanced   Nursery 
4 


Our  Fathers 

and 

Mothers 

(1) 


We  Are 

Helpers 

(2) 


Our  Baby   Is  in 

the   Family 

(4) 


Brothers   and 

Sisters  Are   in 

the  Family 

(5) 


Grandfather  and 

Grandmother  Are 

in  the  Family 

(6) 


Jesus   Had 

a   Family 

(7) 


Love   Is   in 

Our   Home 

(8) 


A 

Beautiful 
World 

(3) 


Course  No.  2; 
Growing  in 
the  Gospel 


Course   No.   3: 

Growing   in 

the  Gospel 

Part  II 


Kindergarten 
5,  6 


Presiding 

Council   in   the 

Kingdom   of 

Heaven   (1) 


Course  No.  4: 

Living  Our 
Religion,  Part  I 


Course  No.  5: 

Living  Our 

Religion,  Part  II 


God,  the 

Eternal   Father 

(2) 


.   .  Created 
All   His 
Children 
(4) 


Plans  for 

Day  and 

Light 

(5) 


God  Made 

the  Night 

(6) 


When    Baby 

Jesus  Was 

Born 

(7) 


We  Work 
Together  in 
Our  Home 

(9) 


We   Pray 

Together  in 

Our  Home 

(10) 


When  Jesus 
Was  a  Little 

Boy 

(8) 


Jesus  Loved 

Little 

Children 

(9) 


Jesus   Christ 

(3) 


The 
Holy  Ghost 

(4) 


God's   Kingdom 

on   Earth 

Began   with 

Adam   (5) 


Adam   Held 

the   Priesthood 

(6) 


Faith 

(D 


Course  No.  6: 
What  It  Means 

To  Be  a 
Latter-day  Saint 


Course  No.  7: 

History  of  the 

Church  for 

Children 


Course  No.  8: 
Old  Testament 
Stages 


Course  No.  9: 

Scripture  Lessons 

In   Leadership 


Faith,  "Thy 

Will  Be  Done" 

(2) 


Faith  "In 

Things 

Not  Seen" 

(3) 


Faith   with 
Work 

(4) 


We  Are   Baptized 

by  One   Having 

Authority 

(5) 


Other  Patriarchs 

Led  God's 

Kingdom   on 

Earth   (7) 


Abraham  Was 

a   Patriarch 

(8) 


God  Sent 

His  Son 

(10) 


Prophets  Carried 

on   the  Work   of 

God  on   Earth 

(9) 


Elijah  Was 

a   Prophet 

(10) 


We  Are 

Baptized 

by   Immersion 

(6) 


"He  that  Believeth 

and   Is  Baptized 

Shall  Be  Saved" 

(7) 


Prophecies  Are 

Fulfilled 

(1) 


Why  ' 

Joseph  Smith 
Prayed 
(2) 


An  Angel  Was 

Joseph's    Teacher 

(3) 


Joseph   Received 

the   Plates 

from  Moroni 

(4) 


Joseph   Smith 

Reads  the 

Sacred   Record 

(5) 


11,   12 


Class 
Organization- 
Preview 
of  Course 


Course  No.   10: 
The  Life 
.Christ 


V? 


v 

Course  No.  11: 
History  of  the 
Restored  Church 


13,   14 


A   Leader    iS 
Is   Humble 
(1) 


A   Leader 

Is   Courageous 

(2) 


A   Leader 

Is   Unselfish 

(3) 


The   Book  of    *"' 
Mormon    Is 
Completed 
(6) 


Who  Is  the 

Holy  Ghost? 

(8) 


How  Does  the 

Holy  Ghost 

Help  Us? 

(9) 


"Receive  the 

Holy  Ghost" 

(10) 


-*><■ 


The  Church  of 

Jesus   Christ 

Is   Restored 

(7) 


Missionaries 

Teach 
the  Gospel 

(8) 


The   Prophet 

at    Kirtland    and 

Independence 

(9) 


The  Saints 

Leave 

Jackson  County 

(10) 


A   Leader 

Is  True  to 

His    Calling 

(4) 


A   Leader   ir 
Loves   His 
Fellow  Men 
(5) 


A   Leader 

Does  the 

Lord's  Will 

(6) 


Organization 
of  Class 


In   Search 
of  Truth     ^ 
(1) 


Vision   of 

Joseph   Smith 

(2) 


\/ 


Waiting   and 

Learning 

(3) 


Origin   of  the    *^ 
Book   of  Mormon 
(4) 


Purpose   and 

Mission   of  the 

Book  of  Mormon 

(5) 


A   Leader 

Cooperates 

with   God 

(7) 


A   Leader 

Worships  God 

(8) 


A  Leader     ' 
Accepts 
Responsibility 

(9) 


Restoration   of 

the   Priesthood 

(6) 


Organization 

of   the   Church 

(7) 


How  S 

Our   Church 

Spreads 

(8) 


The   Church 

in    Kirtland 

(9) 


MARCH    17 


We  Have   Fun 

in  Our   Home 

(ID 


Heavenly 

Father  Planned 

Families 

(ID 


Nephi  Was 

a   Prophet 

(11) 


We  Have  Been 

Given  the  Right 

To  Choose 

(11) 


Zion's  Camp 
(11) 


A   Leader 
Is  Sincere 

(10) 


S- 


The   Church   at 

Independence 

(10) 


MARCH   24 


We  Make  Our 

Home  Beautiful 

(12) 


Our  Family 

Is  a  Happy 

Family 

(12) 


Alma   Was 

a   Prophet 

(12) 


Repentance   Is 

Necessary 

To  Obtain 

Forgiveness   (12) 


The   Kirtland 
Temple 

(12) 


A   Leader 

Has   Courage 

to   Do  Right 

(11) 


or  The   Saints  in    •""' 

Northern 

Missouri 

(ID 


MARCH  31 


Jesus  Had   Joy 
in   His  Family 

(13) 


Our  Animal 

Friends 

Have   Families 

(13) 


Jesus   Organized 

the  Church 

on   the   Earth 

(13) 


Our  Heavenly 
Father  Forgives 
Those  Who  Repent 
-     (13) 


The   Exodus 
to   Missouri 
(13)  / 


A  Leader 
Is   Humble 
Before  the   Lord 
(12) 


The  Saints  in 
Illinois 

(12) 


Numbers  in  parentheses  are  manual  lesson  numbers. 
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1st  Quarter,  1963 


Course  No.  12: 
The  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  in 
Ancient  Tirpe 


Course  No.   13: 

Principles  of  the 

Restored  Church 

at  Work 


15,   16 


Eternal 

Progression 

(1) 


Course  No.   14: 

The  Message  of 

the  Master 


w 


Course  No.   15: 

Life  in 
Ancient  America 


17,   18 


First 
Experience 

(2) 


3- 
We  Continue 

the  Course  ^ 

(3) 


Looking 

Forward 

(4) 


God,  Author 
of   Eternal 
Progression 

(6) 


From   Whom  * 
They  Descended 
(1) 


Course  No.   18: 

Christ's  Ideals 

for  Living 


t    «. 

Course  No.   19: 

The  Articles 

of  Faith 


19,  20,  21,  22 


Religion 
(1) 


Patterns  of 

Personality 

(2) 


Structure  and 

Purpose  of  the 

Book  of  Mormon 

(3) 


Lehi  and 

His   Family 

(4) 


^ 


In   the  Valley 
of  Lemuel 

(5) 


T, 


God 

Among 

Men 

(7) 


Knowing 

God 

(8) 


Who 
Jesus  Is 

(9) 


Jesus, 

the 

Redeemer 

(10) 


In  the  Valley 
of  Lemuel 

(Continued) 

(6) 


-^ 


The  Articles 

of  Faith 

(2) 


Course   No.   20: 

Family 

Exaltation 


Course  No.  21: 

Genealogical 

Research— A 

Practical  Mission 


Genealogical 
Training— Adults 


Introduction 
to   the 
Course 


Course   No.   23: 
Teaching 

the 
Gospel 


Course  No.  23: 
Teaching 

the 
Gospel 


\\ 


Preservice 

Teachers — 

Adults 


Good   Teaching 

Requires   Analysis 

of  the  Subject 

(12) 


Course   No.   25: 
Parent  and 


arent   ai 
^c?uth 


1 

»e  N 


Course  No.  24: 

Parent  and 

Child 


Family 

Relations — 

Adults 


Vicarious  Work 

for   the   Dead 

(1) 


The  Articles 

of  Faith 

(Continued) 

(3) 


The   Prophet 

Joseph  Smith 

(4) 


The  Authenticity 

of 

Joseph   Smith's 

Mission  (5) 


The   Godhead 
(6) 


In   the  Valley 
of  Lemuel 
(Continued) 

(7) 


To   the   Land 
of  Promise 

(8) 


In   the  Land 

of   Promise 

(9) 


Priesthood 
(ID 


Review 
(12) 


Faith 
(13) 


Faith 
(Continued) 

(14) 


A   Great 

Patriarch 

(10) 


Jacob 
(ID 


/ 


The   Godhead 
(Continued) 

(7) 


Purposes   to   Be 

Served   Govern 

Genealogical 

Research    (2) 


Family   Group 

Sheet   and 
Pedigree   Chart* 
(3)  _^ 


What  Can 
I    Do?      / 

(4) 


Teaching   with 

a   Purpose 

(13) 


Preview 
and  Class      f 
Organization 

(1)  » 


Course  No 
The 
Good   Life 


26: 


Course   No)  27: 

Gospel   Living 

in  the   Home 


Gospel   Doctrine 
Adults 


Preview 

and   Class 

Organization 


Course   No.   28: 

The  Articles 

of  Faith 


Course   No.   29: 

A  Marvelous  Work 

and  a  Wonder 


Gospel  Essentials- 
Adults 


Teaching    Ideas 

about   Religious 

Behavior 

(14) 


Teaching   about 

Inner   Feelings 

of   People 

(15) 


What  Can  a 

Family 

Association   Do? 

<5) 


y- 


Teaching   about 

Persons   and 

Their  Qualities 

(16) 


Learning   What 
Has   Been   Done 

(6) 


The  Godhead 
(Continued) 

(8)    . 


The  Godhead 
(Continued) 

(9) 


Free  Agency 
(10) 


Lehi    Instructed    ^ 
His  Son  Joseph 
and   Others 
(12) 


Nephi,   a 

Statesman 

(13) 


V 


The  Fal 
(11) 


Arming   with 

Family    History 

and   Tradition 

(7) 


Knowledge   of 

Local    History 

and   Geography 

(8) 


Reading    Records 

in   Unfamiliar 

Languages 

(9) 


Teaching    Ideas 

Involving   the 

Physical  World 

(17) 


Teaching    Ideas 

Involving   the 

Senses 

(18) 


Honor  Thy 
Father  and 
Thy   Mother 

(2) 


Beliefs 
and   Feelings 

(3) 


Beliefs 

and   Feelings 

(Continued) 

(4) 


As   the   Twig 
Is   Bent 

(5) 


•  ' 


As   the  Twig 

Is    Bent 

(Continued) 

(6) 


The   Quest 

for     Joy 

(1) 


*/ 


Elohim — God 

and   Father 

(2) 


i,' 


Elohim — God 
and  Father 
(Continued) 

(2) 


Jehovah — Son 
and   Saviour 

(3) 


The   Power   of 

the   Atonement 

(4) 


Preview 

and 

Organization 


Position  of 
the  Church 

(1) 


/* 


Visit  of 

Father   and 

Son 

(2) 


Personality 

of  Father 

and   Son 

(3) 


Jo 


.27 


False   Doctrines 
(4) 


•^Teaching   Abstract 
Ideas   in   the 
Gospel 
(19) 


Memorization  as  a 

Means  of  Learning 

the   Gospel 

(20) 


The  Atonement 
(12) 


The   Atonement 
(Continued) 

(13) 


Spelling   of 

Names, 
Determining 
Dates   (10) 


Advance 

Measures  for 

Notes 

(11) 


Principal 

Sources  of 

Genealogical 

Data   (12) 


Use   a    Plan 

in 

Teaching 

(21) 


Members   Study 

and    Learn 

outside  of  Class 

(22) 


Tests  Are  Aids 
to   Learning 

(23) 


Infinite 
Variety    Is 
God's  Way 


TV-  ! 


Maturation 
(8)         / 


The    Importance 

of  the    Prenatal 

Period 

(9) 


Expectancy 

of   Growth 

(10) 


The  Two- 
Year-Old 

(ID 


The   Power  of 

the   Atonement 

(Continued) 

(4) 


A  Marvelous 
Work 

(5) 


Jesus   Christ — the 

Father's 

Executive 

(5) 


Jesus   Christ — the 

Father's 

Executive 

(Continued)  ($) 


Rebirth   Through 
the   Holy   Ghost 

(7) 


Review 


The   Book 

of  Mormon 

(6) 


A  Witness 
for  Christ 

(7) 


God 
Speaks 

(8) 


Bible 

Prophecies 

Fulfilled 

(9) 


Personal   Supply 

of  Teaching 

Materials 

(24) 


The  Three- 
Year-Old 
(12) 


The   Four- 
Year-Old 

(13) 


The   Godhead's 
Love  for   ^/ 
Mankind 
(8) 


Love   Your    " 
Enemies 
(9) 


Evidence 

of  the 

Divinity  .  . 

(10) 


Restoration 

of 
Priesthood 

(11) 


The   Church 

of 

Jesus   Christ 

(12) 


Numbers  in  parentheses  are  lesson  numbers. 
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for*  tlie  Restoration 

by  Richard  0.  Cowan* 


u 


For  centuries  before  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith's 
first  vision  in  1820,  the  Lord,  had  been  preparing  the 
world  for  the  Restoration  of  His  kingdom  in  the  lat- 
ter days. 

In  1517,  only  25  years  after  Columbus's  discovery 
of  America,  Martin  Luther  in  Germany  issued  his  95 
theses  against  the  prevailing  church;  this  act  marked 
the  beginning  of  the  Protestant  Reformation.  With- 
in a  few  years  the  Lutheran  movement  spread 
throughout  Germany  and  the  Scandinavian  coun- 
tries and  to  other  parts  of  the  European  continent. 

King  Henry  VIII  of  England  brought  about  the 
establishment  of  Anglicanism  when  he  declared  ec- 
clesiastical independence  from  Rome  for  a  combina- 
tion of  personal,  nationalistic  and  political  reasons. 
In  Switzerland,  John  Calvin  and  his  followers  began 
a  movement  which  led  to  the  organization  of  "re- 
formed" and  Presbyterian  churches  throughout 
western  Europe.  Simultaneously,  scores  of  small 
sects  appeared  all  over  Europe.  They  shared  a  com- 
mon desire  to  return  as  completely  as  possible  to 
New  Testament  Christianity,  and  became  known  as 
"independent  sects"  and  Anabaptists. 

Many  of  the  churches  were  supported  by  state 
taxes.  This  fact,  coupled  with  the  strong  traditions 
prevailing  in  most  areas,  would  have  made  it  very 
difficult  to  achieve  the  Restoration  of  the  Gospel  in 
the  Old  World. 

Europeans  came  to  the  New  World  for  a  variety 
of  reasons  and  founded  colonies  in  widely  scattered 
areas.  Perhaps  many  came  because  of  a  desire  for 
political  and  economic  gain.  But  a  significant  num- 
ber came  seeking  freedom  of  worship.  Regardless 
of  their  motives,  these  colonists  brought  with  them 
the  religions  they  had  preferred  in  the  old  countries. 

The  French  and  Spanish  early  brought  the  Ro- 
man Catholic  religion  to  vast  areas  of  North  and 
South  America,  and  the  resulting  religious  and  cul- 
tural influence  is  still  strongly  felt  today. 

The  first  important  English  colony  was  Virginia, 
founded  at  Jamestown  in  1607.  The  English  hoped, 
among  other  things,  to  halt  the  spreading  influence 
of  their  Catholic  rivals.  The  early  Virginians,  mem- 
bers of  the  Church  of  England,  brought  their  Angli- 
can faith  to  America.     From  this  beginning,  the  in- 

(For  Course  29,  lesson  of  February  10,  "A  Marvelous  Work.") 
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fluence  of  that  church  spread  through  the  adjoin- 
ing Middle  Colonies. 

New  England  was  founded  by  two  groups  which 
were  concerned  about  what  they  regarded  to  be 
corruption  within  the  Church  of  England.  In  1620 
the  Separatists,  who  saw  no  other  course  than  com- 
plete withdrawal  from  a  "corrupted"  church,  found- 
ed Plymouth.  Ten  years  later  the  Puritans,  who 
hoped  to  reform  the  Church  of  England  from  within 
by  remaining  loyal  members,  established  the  neigh- 
boring colony  of  Massachusetts  Bay.  Eventually 
these  two  groups  merged  and  became  the  forerunners 
of  what  was  known  as  the  Congregational  Church. 
English  Presbyterians,  who  adhered  to  doctrines 
similar  to  those  of  the  Puritans,  became  important 
in  Connecticut  and  along  the  seaboard  in  the  Middle 
Colonies. 

The  lure  of  religious  freedom  attracted  many 
persecuted  groups  to  America.  Baptists  found  a 
home  in  Rhode  Island  while  Catholics  found  their 
haven  in  Maryland.  Quakers  and  German  Baptist 
Brethren  settled  in  eastern  and  central  Pennsylvania 
respectively.  Scotch-Irish  Presbyterians,  located 
further  west,  were  in  a  position  to  spread  their  in- 
fluence southward  through  the  valleys  of  the  Appala- 
chian Chain. 

During  the  1740's  a  wave  of  revivalism  swept  the  jtfy 
mother  country  and  her  North  American  colonies. 
In  England  this  movement  brought  about  the  organ- 
ization of  the  Methodist  Church  which  arose  from 
within  the  Church  of  England.  Methodist  preachers 
enjoyed  wide  success  in  America  during  the  years 
immediately  prior  to  the  Revolutionary  War. 

After  independence  had  been  achieved,  Ameri- 
can churchmen  set  about  to  establish  their  own  or- 
ganizations, independent  of  European  control.  For 
example,  American  members  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land founded  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church. 

During  the  early  1800's  a  second  wave  of  revival- 
ism swept  America.  Most  of  the  impact  of  this  move- 
ment was  felt  along  the  frontier.  Two  churches,  the 
Baptists  in  the  south  and  the  Methodists  further 
north,  prospered  most  from  the  excitement  because 
their  flexible  organization  permitted  them  to  more 
adequately  meet  the  needs  of  the  frontier.  A  third 
church,  the  Disciples  of  Christ,  had  its  beginning 
and  early  growth  during  the  Revival. 

This  "Second  Great  Awakening"  was  the  source 
of  the  religious  excitement  and  confusion  which  Jo-  ^ 
seph  Smith  witnessed  as  a  youth.  The  way  was 
made  ready  for  the  Restoration.  People  were  active- 
ly seeking  religious  truth.  A  nation  had  been  estab- 
lished under  a  constitution  which  guaranteed 
freedom  of  worship  and  the  separation  of  church  and 
state.  When  the  truth  came  via  divine  messengers, 
it  was  sown  in  fertile  soil. 
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DAVID'S  FINEST  HOUR 


Our  10-year-old  son,  Owen,  had 
an  assignment  to  tell  the  story  of 
David  and  Goliath.  I  volunteered 
to  help  him. 

We  turned  to  the  17th  chapter 
of  /  Samuel.  Our  story  began  in  a 
valley  called  Elah.  The  Philistines 
stood  on  the  slopes  of  one  moun- 
tain. Across  the  valley,  on  another 
mountainside,  were  the  armies  of 
Israel. 

From  out  of  the  Philistine  camp 
strode  into  the  valley  their  cham- 
pion: Goliath  of  Gath.  Samuel 
says  he  was  six  cubits  and  a  span 
tall. 

"How  big  is  that?"  Owen  won- 
dered. We  probed.  A  cubit  was  the 
distance  from  the  middle  finger  to 
the  elbow — 18  to  21  inches.  That 
would  make  Goliath  about  ten  feet 
tall. 

Samuel  says  Goliath  wore  a  hel- 
met of  brass.  He  also  wore  a  coat 
of  mail.  The  coat  was  as  heavy  as 
5,000  shekels  of  brass.  How  heavy 
was  that?  A  shekel  was  about 
half  an  ounce.  We  figured  with  a 
pencil. 

"That  would  make  the  weight 
of  his  coat  160  pounds,"  I  said. 

Goliath  was  big.  He  was  also 
strong. 

Goliath  was  well  protected.  He 
also  wore  armor  of  brass  over  his 
legs,  from  his  feet  to  his  knees. 
Besides  his  coat  of  mail,  he  wore  a 
"target  of  brass  between  his  shoul- 
ders."1 A  target  was  a  small  shield. 
In  addition  to  all  this,  "one  bearing 
a  shield  went  before  him."2 

Goliath  carried  a  mighty  spear. 
Samuel  describes  its  iron  head  as 
weighing  600  shekels.  "That  is 
nearly  20  pounds,  as  heavy  as  this 
portable  typewriter,"  I  explained 
to  Owen.  He  hefted  the  typewriter. 
"That's  plenty  heavy,"  he  agreed. 

lI  Samuel  17:6. 
SI  Samuel  17:7. 


Every  morning  and  evening  for 
40  days  Goliath  bellowed  his  chal- 
lenge. 

Three  eldest  of  the  eight  sons  of 
Jesse  were  with  Israel's  army. 
Jesse's  youngest  son,  David, 
watched  his  father's  sheep  at  Beth- 
lehem. He  was  a  handsome  lad, 
with  ruddy  face.  He,  as  a  harpist, 
had  previously  delighted  Israel's 
king,  Saul. 

Now  Jesse  asked  David  to  take 
food  to  his  soldier  brothers. 

David  found  his  brothers  en- 
trenched for  battle.  As  he  chatted 
with  them,  Goliath  came  out  with 
his  challenge.  David  saw  the  war- 
riors of  Israel  flee  in  fright  before 
him. 

Owen  and  I  read  on. 

But  mighty  Goliath  held  no  ter- 
ror for  David.  "Who  is  this  .  .  . 
Philistine,  that  he  should  defy  the 
armies  of  the  living  God?"3  David 
asked.  He  would  meet  Goliath. 

David's  eldest  brother  Eliab  was 
upset.  He  inquired  why  David  had 
come  to  the  battlefield.  Eliab  also 
wanted  to  know  who  was  looking 
after  the  sheep. 

But  David's  words  reached  King 
Saul.  He  called  for  the  young 
harpist.  Saul  reminded  David  that 
he  would  be  a  youth  against  a 
seasoned  man  of  war. 

David  was  unshaken.  The  Lord 
had  helped  him,  while  with  the 
sheep,  conquer  a  lion  and  a  bear. 
"He  will  deliver  me  out  of  the  hand 
of  this  Philistine,"4  David  assured 
the  king.  There  was  a  vibrant 
vigor  about  his  faith,  something 
fresh  that  had  come  down  from 
out  of  Bethlehem's  hills. 

David  put  off  the  armor  Saul 
offered  him.  The  lad  went  to  a 
brook.  He  selected  five  smooth 
stones.  With  them  in  his  shepherd's 
bag  and  a  sling  in  his  hand,  David 


DAVID 

HIS    FAITH     HAD    A    VIBRANT    VIGOR 

moved  into  the  valley  to  meet  Go- 
liath. 

The  giant  growled:  "Am  I  a 
dog?"5  Then  Goliath  told  David 
how  he  would  destroy  him  and 
feed  his  flesh  to  the  fowls  of  the 
air  and  the  beasts  of  the  field. 

David  was  not  impressed.  After 
all,  Goliath  was  only  a  man.  "This 
day  will  the  Lord  deliver  thee  into 
mine  hand,"6  he  answered. 

And  David,  with  God's  help, 
conquered. 

There  it  was:  the  thrilling  story 
I  have  read  and  reread  many 
times.  But  moving  through  it 
with  Owen  gave  me  a  new  appre- 
ciation of  David  in  the  valley  of 
Elah.  His  faith  had  new  vigor  for 
a  boy  looking  ahead  at  life,  and  a 
man  looking  ahead  at  problems. 
It  was  a  faith  I  hope  my  son  can 
acquire  and  keep — and  his  son  and 
his  son's  son,  too! 

— Wendell  J.  Ashton. 


SI  Samuel  17:26. 
'I  Samuel  17:37. 
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